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„ 
TO THE 


BISHOP ox LONDO Nr 


My LorD, 


, 


I rejoice that 1 have the Honor of ſoliciting your Lordſhip's 


Attention to a Buſineſs of final Moment to the Morals of 


the People, and to the Authority of our moſt Holy Church. 


The venerable Bench, of which your Lordſhip is ſo bright 
an Ornament, are undeſervedly expoſed to the Qbloquy and 
Contempt of the Multitude, who triumphantly declare you 
patronize Iniquity, and permit the Speaker of the Houſe of 

Lords to lead an abandoned, profligate Life. | 


I urge in Reply, that your Lordſhips are abſtracted from the 
World by devotional Habits, that you commit the moral Eco- 
nomy of the Dioceſs to Men of ſober and diſcreet Report, 
and that it is a Libel on the Proteſtant Religion to allege your 
Knowlege of the Chancellor's Immorality. 


But T am anxious, my Lord, to vindicate more -effetually 
the Dignity of your ſacred Order, to ſilence the Clamors of 
the infidel World, and to confirm the vibrating Aﬀettions of 
the Faithful. And 1 am happy to afford your Lordſhips an 
Opportunity of manifeſting your Indignation at a Sin, which 
you are profanely ſuſpedte *. countenance, by preſenting the 


n=; | | Right 


et). 
Right Honourable Edward, Lord THURLOW, Lord High 
Chancellor of England, for Fornication with MARY ED- 
MONDS, and I do pray your Lordſhip to adjudge ſuch a 
Penance, as in your Wiſdom ſhall be deemed moſt conducive 
to the Good of the ſaid Edward's Soul. | 


Let us uſe the utmoſt Circumſpection, my Lord, that the 
noble Delinquent may have no Plea either to the Form, or 
the Subſtance of our Galt. In the Ordo Judiciorum, Tit: 199, 
de Forma proſequendi per Inquiſitionem, it is expreſsly de- 

clared, Si ad aures Epiſcopi, five FAMA PUBLICA reſerente, 

ſive ex relatione Perſonarum Fide dignarum pervenerit, quen- 
quam ſuce Diceceſivs aliquod Crimen notorium commiſiſſe 
(quamvis tale Crimen non fuerit per 8c N detectum aut 
præſentatum) Epiſcopus POTEST CIT ARI mandare delin- 

entem ad comparendum perſonaliter coram eo in Loco ſolito 
Tadieial, certis Articulis Animæ ſuæ Salutem concernentibus 


& ſibi objiciendis reſponſurum. 


We are here armed with ſufficient Authority to commence 
the Proceſs, I have but one Remark, my Lord, on the Word 
Per ſonarum It is in the plural Number. beſore you diſpatch 
your Letter 1 to his Lordſhip, it will be proper to obtain 
additional Teſtimony: and in Purſuance of this Idea, 1 refer 
you to the Right Honourable Sir LLOYD KENYON, Bart. 
Maſter of the Rolls. His Evidence will corroborate public 
Report, and give a legal Qualification to the Charge. 


- Suppoſe his Lordſhip ſhould join us in Iſſue of Fact, avail 
"himſelf of his Privilege, and remove the Libel, by Writ of 
certiorari, from the Conſiſtory to the Stewards Court? By the 
eleventh of the Conſtitutions of Clarendon, you are privileged, 
as Lords of Parliament, to ſit in Judgment quouſque pervenatur 
ad Diminutionem Membrorum vel ad Mortem, but I hazard a 
Prezdiftion, my Lord, that no Biſhop will henceforward be 
ſummoned to a Steward's Court. 1 Fs 


In the Event of Conviction our noble Tranſgreſſor muſt 
ſuhmit to the Cenſures of the Church, and it is no ſmall 
Conſolation, that the Virtues of the Sovereign will re- 
ſiſt every Application for a Pardon; but I ſear the Fact will 
not be aſcertained. The Lord High Steward, indeed, is 
bound to interpret the Laws of the proper Forum, and the 
temporal Lords are as well {killed in 2 gor Fornication, as 
any Men in the World, yet the Proof of the Fact, the Onus 
„ Ts VVV indagandi 


C#) 


indagand: is ſo peculiarly eccle/raftic, that we are aſſured in 
the Commentaries, no other Court will interfere, the Evidence 
required by clerical Law being * to immodęſi for a Lay Tri- 


bunal. 


Were his Lordſhip to commit himſelf to the Deciſion of a 

- full Parliament, 1 have no Doubt but the Eloquence and In- 
ſpiration of the ſpiritual Lords would eſtabliſh his Guilt. At 
the fame Time the uncandid Coneluſion in the above Paſſage 
would loſe its Force; becauſe, in popular Acceptation, a 
Jury of Matrons and a Bench of Biſhops are convertible 


Terms. 


Suppoſe the illuſtrious Caſuiſt ſhould admit the Fag, but 
plead to its Quantity of moral Turpitude ? Wilh it not be pru- 
dent, my Lord, to anticipate, (de bene eſe} the Outlines. of 
his Defence, that we may be prepared to-;epel his Cenſures, 
and confute his Saphiſtry ? $687 wed 
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10 N Pan ace with the Manidace of the Biſhop of Lindon, 
Lam this Day to ſhew Cauſe why Judgment of Excom- 
munication ſhould not be paſſed upon Mrs. — — and my- 
ſelf for the Sin of Fornication. 


| It is with me a Maxim, my Lord Judge, of the higheſt Efti- 
mation, that every Proceſs inflituted by the executive Power 

have ſome determinate Object of Redreſs, and purſue ſome 

Aktion or Courſe of Conduct, which in legitimate Application 

toa Law of NATURE, to a Law: of REVELATION, or to 

a Law of the REALM, conſtitutes a Crime, 


I admit the Cohabitation Rated in the Libel, and I chear- 
fully join Iſſue on the Quantity of the Offence. 


The Commerce of the Sexes, my Lord Judge, is founded 
on a Law of NATURE. No Rule of civil Lite can ſuper- 
ſede it's Authority. It's final Cauſe is the Propogation and 
Maintenance of the Species. 7 Obedience 1 in this ee 
is not in Queſtion. | 


Have I violated any Law of REV ELATION ? Shew me 
that Law. The High Prieſt of Nature bleſt our original Pa- 
rents, and commanded them to multiply and repleniſh the 
Earth. Have I been inattentive to this divine Command ? 
The revealed Law, in this Inſtance, is founded on the Law 
of Nature; and Obedience to the One, | 1s Evidence of Com- 
pliance with the Other. 


I proceed to the Longs of the REALM, It is not my De- 
ſign to palliate my Conduct, my Lord, or extenuate my Guilt. 
I am, (I acknowlege) in negative Oppoſition to a civil Inſti- 
tute, I choſe to decline the Services of the Prieſt, and to 
ſubmit to the Penalty of the Precept—my ws 24 ws deemed a 
Whore, and . 0 hildren a are 5 


The 


1 | | ** ) | 

The Views and Sentiments, indeed, which dictated thoſe In- 
vectives, I pity and deſpiſe. But they are the Alternative of 
the Statute ; and I now demand, by what Analogy of Law or 
Equity am I now arraigned for the fame Offence ? The Sal- 
pation of the Soul is a pious Plea, but unfortunately the Im- 
poſition is ſo very flagrant, it has loſt all it's Credit. Even 
under the Torpor and Supefaction of the Papal Hierarchy, 
it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected, that the Fees of the Prieſthood: - 
were the Object of the Penance, £8 | 


A poſitive Injunction has Dominion over the Conſcience, as 
far as it is declaratpry of a Law of Nature, or a' Law of Reve- 
lation. Now give me Leave to aſk, whence does our Mar- 
riage Ceremony derive it's Importance? Is it declaratory of 
a Principle of Nature? No. The attachments of Nature are 
are ſolemnized (Og tang Is it a Tranſcript from 
Holy Scripture ? No. The Benediction pronounced on our 
common Anceſtors is final. It's Influence will remain till the 
Current of Time is ingulphed in Eternity. Have the Good- 
neſs, my Lord Judge, to inform me how the Nuptials of 
Abraham and Iſaiah, Peter and Joſeph, Edwin and Alfred 
were celebrated? I admit that matrimonial Ceremonies are 
not forbidden. in holy Writ, but I contend they are not en- 
ined ; and where there is no Law, on the Authority of St. 
aul, there is no Tran/greſhon. In fine, whatever be the 
Event of the Controverly, I ſhall be conſoled with the Re- 
flettion, that T enjoy the united Suffrages of Antiquity, and a 
flattering Coincidence of Sentiment with every modern Ci- 
vilian of Name. e TOLD 1:4 | 


I aſk no Indulgence, my Lord Judge, for what I have hither. 
to advanced. It is confonant with the plaineſt Dictates of 
Reaſon and Law, it carries it's own Evidence with it, and 
can give no reaſonable Offence to any Man. If my ſubſe- 
quent Remarks have an Aſpect leſs favorable to the Honor 
and Intereſts of Prelacy, I muſt entreat your Lordſhip to ac- 
cept my rn y Situation is critical, It would be un- 
pardonable if 1 did not avail myſelf of every Argument, 
which offers to my View, „„ | 


The Clergy contend for the Privilege of adminiſtering cer- 
tain Rights antecedently to Union. I am unable to fee the 
Divinity, or the Policy of the Claim. I hold the Ritual of a 
Chriſtian Pontiff, and the Auſpices of an heathen Augur, in. 
equal Eſtimation. I am not an Advocate for ng | 

| | Inter- 


- Intercourſe: I abhor the Idea: | Nor am I in Opinion with 


the Poet that | 


Love, free as Air, at Sight of human Ties | 

, Spreads his tight Wings and in a Moment flies,* 
I rather concur with Monteſquieu, a * legal Engagement”, is 
neceſſary to the Order and Well-being of Society. The civil 


Condition of Man would degenerate into a State of Anarchy 
and Ruin, if a licentious Congreſs were authorized by Law. 


7 In early Life, I offered my Hand to Miſs Edmonds — She 


did me the Honor to accept it. I had chearfully led her to 


the Altar to record my Attachment if — | . 
will your Lordſhip grant me Forgiveneſs? if the Ceremony 
were not INDECENT and ABSURD. The Woman who 
hears it without Terror and Confuſion is — DEBAUCHED. 


If the Clergy are ſo very Poor, that the Fees annexed to 


tus Service are neceſſary to their Subliſtence, allow them a 


more generous Stipend. Do not compel them to reſort to ſuch 
diſhonorable Expedients for Support. Suffer them no longer 
to arrogate a concurrent Power with Deity. Their Permiſſion 
is not requilite to ſanctify his Commands, and their Inſtruc- 
tions as to the Agenda of the Marriage Bed are abſurd. 
If Contributions muſt be impoſed on wedded Love, the 
Exigencies of the State claim our firſt Regard. In a Word, 
the. preſent is an Age of Light and Information. In the gen- 
tleſt Terms, the Syſtem of Power aſſumed by the Prieſthood 
is but of apocryphal Authority. Every Relic of the pontifical 
Dynaſty is in Danger of univerſal Annihilation. May ſome 
great and ſucceſsful Effort accelerate its Fate, and complete 
the Triumphs of this Land of Freedom. 


8 The patient Acquiſcence of the People in the Tyranny and 


Superſtstion, which continue to tarniſh the Glory of our na- 
tional Character, muſt be attributed to the Opinion which ob- 
tains: of the Immutability of our Church Eſtabliſhment : an 


Opinion which the Clergy ſedulouſly inculcate in the lower 


Orders of Life : but which no Biſhop in Convocation or Par- 
liament will have the Temerity to aſſert: if he did, I would 
1mpeach that Biſhop, and expoſe him to.the Pains and Penal- 


„„ 
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ties of a præmunire. The eccleſiaſtical Polity of this King- 
dom is a civil Arrangement: the Triune Voice of the Conſtitu- 
tion can amend; or diſſolve it in a Moment. 5 


Some of the temporal Lords may be vaſtly delighted with 


an Opportunity to treat me as an Heretic, and deliver me over 


to the Devil for my political Offences. But let noble Lords 
look to themſelves. The immediate Effect of my Defeat is 
trifling, but the remote and incidental Conſequences will be 
important and alarming. Not a Peer who has broken his 


Marriage Vow, or declined the Benediction of the Prieſt, 
ſhall eſcape my juſt Reſentments. Noble Lords' may hope fo 
conciliate a Reciprocity of Protection and Good-will | 


but I am apprized of the Powers aſſigned me by the Conſti- 
tution. —=- The Biſhop, who dares to interſere by Writ of 
Prohibition, or colluſively mitigate the accuſtomed Penance, 


worthier Brow. 


I vill proſecute by Attachment, and transfer his Mitre to a 


But I ought, my Lord Judge, to apologize for my Suſpi- 
cions. They are groundleſs. By the full and effettual -0- 


operation of the Peerage, I hope to ſubvert a Deſpotiſm too 
grievous to be endured. | 8 1 | 
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ANIMADVERSIONS , on the DEFENCE. | 


H 18 Defence bs yet in v Potentid, we are at . | 

my Lord, to eſtimate its Force and defeat its Operations. 
The noble Delinquent has no Idea of your Lordſhip s intimate 
Alliance with a Prophete/s ; he will therefore be conſounded 
beyond Meaſure at your happy Selection of Argument, and 
your malterly Attack on his beſt ſupported Tenets. I adviſe 
the Method of Quotation and Sola as e to all others 
in KBr van mieden. | 


LAW a N ATURE) The 138 e Lord ſtates 2 Caſs i in Quan- 
tity, and endeavours to prove, that a Courſe of Condutt in Con- 
formity to the natural and revealed Law of the Deiry is deſtitute 
of moral Turpitude. Now the Propogation of the Species is 
ſo conſiſtent with the pureſt Dittates of NATURE, that your 
Lordſhip would inſtantly ſuſpect me of Prevarication* were l 
to counſel you to commence Hoflilities' on ſuch untenable 
Ground. The noble Lord might produce two amiable Daugh- 
ters, educated ſuitably to his Rank, in Proof of Obedience, but 
by what Mode of Argument could we demonſtrate his Sin ? 


LAW of REVELATION.) With a'Man of leſs y 
than the noble Caſuiſt, we might ſuſtain a ſucceſsful Combat 
on the negative Approbation of Holy Writ, but alas! his 
Lordſhip already occupies that important Poſt —— the Cere- 
mony, he urges, is not enjoined — conſequently it is not. C 
tran Law and, where there is no Law, by fair Induction, 
there 1s no Tranſgrefli on. Our Forces are here expoſed to 
the Fire of their own Batteries. It will be in vain to reply, 
the Ceremony is of God, becauſe it is not forvidden; unleſs. 
we can prevail on his Lordſhip to rank the Decretals of a 
Pope with the credenda vr a . : 


. tenor eſt, qui ſe Inimicum fingit, cum fit Amicus, 
Cicero in Verr. 


Te 


ds fs 


It is highly entertaining to ſee the Perplexity of the good 
old Fathers of the Church, with Regard to connubial Enjoy- 
ment in a State of Innocence. St. Auſtin propoſes the follow- 
ing Theſis. An etzam in Paradiſo generandum fuiſſet, ſi nemo 
ſeccuſſet, vel utr uc Attum Libidi nis ꝓugnutus a ule fuiſſet 
Traditio Caſlitalis * When we ſip a Cup of Tea in private, 
we will give the Queſtion an ample Diſcuſſion. It will be an 
Amulement to your Lordthip. We are both in Petticoats, you 
know, and 7 the pure all Things are pure. Meanwhile 1 
will only obſerve, that the venerable Saint, by a moſt 1ngen- 
ious Courſe of Argument, is involved in a Labarynthy of Opin- 
ion, and fairly reduced to a Dilemma of his own creating. 


The Propogation of the Species is certainly compatible 
with the pureſt and moſt exalted Condition of a Creature, or 
the Doctrine of our common Anceſtor's Revolt is problemati- 
cal. But in either Caſe, Ceremony is out of the Queſtion. I lates 
ly attempted to divine the Sentiments of the Royal Caſuiſt, as 
to the Fat! of Man, but 1 found he had no Opinion at preſent 
on the Subject. But I prophecy, if we touch upon this Topic 
Court, his Lordſhip will difregard tranſmitted Creeds, and be- 
come the Partizan of common Senſe. You and I, my Lord, are 
ttrittly orthodox in all our Opinions, not only from Conviction, 
but from VOW: for our Godmothers promiſed and vowed 
three Things in our Name” Firſt, that we ſhould- renounce 
the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World — which your 

Lordſhip did when you became a Biſhop. Secondly, that we 
mould ſubdue the finful Deſires of the Fleſh — Heigh-Ho! 
. Thudly, that we ſhould believe all the Articles of the Church of 
England the Chriſtian Faith is the Phraze in the Prayer-Book 
but we all know, that the Chriſtian Faith and the Doctrines of 
the Church reciprocate in the Conſequence of Exiſtence. But I 
much quefttion if the Chancellor Was ever bap!:zed- and I am per- 
ſuaded we ſhall do well to conſider the Arguments which a pro- 
lane Underſtanding may offer on the Occaſion, leſt our Advocate 
ſhould be ſurprized into any unfortuna:e Conceſſion. I do not 
recolleet any extracanonical Evidence except Hæſod: nor dol ſee 
what Profit will be derived ſrom him: either Heſiod has quoted 
from Moſes, or Mofes from Heſtod, in either Caſe it Proves 
— Nothing. The ſame may be ſaid of the Fathers, and 
with all due Reverence-—— of our moſt Holy Church. It is a ro- 
tular Proceſs and terminates preciſely where it began. 1zdviſe 


* De Civitate Dec. C. 23. Li 14. 
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n 
that it be avoided on the preſent Occaſion, for I am not 
without my Fears leſt the illuſtrious Offender ſhould take Fire 
at the ſuppoſed Indignity. I ſeem to hear him exclaim with 
more than uſual Yehemence, by G- this is not Evidence — 
it is Iike Dr. Lowth proving the Biſhop of London a very 
E W 


The grand Pillars of the Belief of an original Lapſe, are 


| Eccleſiaſtes 7 C. 29 V. God made Man upright and he has 
| ſought out many Inventions. 5 5 1 Saks 


Romans 5 C. 12 V. By one Man Sin entered imo the 


Ibidem. 18 V. By the Offence of one, Judgment came 
upon all to Condemnation, and by the Righteoulnels.of one 


came Juſtification upon al{'Men unto Life. 


The glorious Doctrine which our Holy Church deduce 
from theſe. Premiſes is ſo perſettly conſonant to all the 
Analogies of Reaſon and Scripture, ſo honorable to God and 
ſo friendly to the beſt Intereits of Man, that no One who is 
not an Infidel, or has not entirely loſt the Portion of Spirit 
communicated at Baptiſm, would preſnme to call it into public 
| -aqpangy There is one Comfort —I know the Arguments in 

Uſe on the Side of Oppoſition — I will ſtate them to your 
Lordſhip, and when at Leiſure you may meditate a Reply, 
in Caſe the Chancellor ſhould attack us in that Quarter. | 


It is urged, with an Air of ſupercilious Deriſion, that the 
Verſe in Eccleſiaſtes is merely an Encomium on the natural 
and moral Attributes of Man. He walks with an. ERECT 
and UPRIGHT Form, e oh | 


| Pronaque cum ſpectent Animalia cetera Terram. 


And indeed I need not inform the beſt Hebraiſt in Europe, 
that tho' the Word Ie does by Tran/latzon imply upright in 
Mind, yet in accurate and original Uſe it means ſtraight — 
erect — upright, as the Maſt of a Ship, &c. Thus in Ezekiel 
1 C. 23 V. it is uſed to expreſs the ere&— upright — State 
of thoſe Wings which pointed towards the e 3 
EE” 1 | „ͤ ] ore 
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there ſore your Lordſhip can furniſh us with a happier Selection 
of Proof from the Old Teſtament, I ſuſpect this ſolitary Evi- 
dence will betray the Cauſe, which it is deſigned to-ſupport: for 
we muſt remember we are ſpeaking to Men of yulgar Minds, 
unaided by Inſpiration, and deſtitute of the Perceptions ne- 

ceſſary to the Diſgernment of religious Truth, And who 
knows, but while we are urging the My//ery of the Paſſage, 
the noble Cynic may plead to the Fad, and contend, that 
whatever Inventions may have taken Place ſince the Delin- 
quency of our ſœderal Head ##F*#*##*##*#*#*#*#* Love is not 
one of them. | | 


Romans, 5. 12. I lately heard a Perſon infiſt with great 
Appearence of Reaſon, that the one Man Adam mentioned 
by St. Paul is HUMAN NATURE. We are all intimately 
conſcious, ſaid he, that it is a frail, ſinſul Nature. And we 
are aſſured by the Apoſtle, Sin was the Concomitant of Adam 
when he entered into the World. The firſt Man 1s of the 
Earth, earthy—the ſecond Man is from Heaven, Hpiritual. I 
will not enter in his Detail of Proof, it being too copious for 
our Purpoſe. He ſaid that Adam was reluttant, and Rood 
fairly acquitted by St. Paul as an Acceſſory in the Tranſgreſ- 
ſion.“ And he obſerved, that Adam paſſed from Perfection to 
a State of Sin by perſonal Volition, or by foreign Influence. 
Now ſaid he, a $elf-heteroſis is impoſſible, becauſe it is ab- 
ſurd. But if a Change in the eſſential Form of his Mind was 
effected by foreign Agency, it would be an Imputation on the 
Moſt High to ſuppoſe him capable of inflicting Puniſhment 
for a Meaſure, that had not the Approbation of the Heart; 
the moral Concurrence of the Agent being neceffary to con- 
ſtitute a Crime. In a ſtate of ab/olute Per fection, Adam could 
not ſin, becauſe Sin is the Reſult of: Exceſs or Delect. But 
Adam did /n, and therefore it is moſt conſiſtent with the 
Dictates of common Senſe, the unſophiſticated Language of 
Revelation, and the moral Attributes of God to believe, that 
Adam was created in a ſtate of PECCABILITY. He concluded, 
with ſome Warmth; do you mean to urge it to the Honor of 
the Deity, that he committed the beſt Intereſts of the World 
to a Man ardent to revolt from his Allegiance, and plunge 
yanumbered Millions into Damnation for an APPLE? | 


'® & Tink. ©. 14. 


C 3 | | Roman's 


Romans 5 ©1448 V. Dots the Apoſtle ſpeak, ſaid tlie ſame 
Perſon, with a phyfical, or with a moral Univerlality, in the 
latter Clauſe of KA Verſe? With a Reſtriction, I anſwered, 
to thoſe, who be/teve. But our Biſhops, ſaid he, have lub. 
ſcribed an Article which fays, only the prœdleſtined believe, and 
what a Pity, that good Men and their Dottrines ſhould be 


fo much at Variance ! "Quid non mortalla Pectora cogts | 
Auri ſacra Fames! Virgil, 


It i is an Axiom of Rev REES that all have Au 2rd it 
is a Conſequence deducible from this præeſtabliſhed Fatt, 
that all are under Condenination. The Scope therefore of the 
Apoſtle s Argument is, as we inherit Sin and Death from our 
natural Anceſtor, ſo by Faith in the ſecond Adam, we know 
we are Sons of God, and Heirs of immortal Felicity. 


The above- is a Sketch of what may be expetted, if we 
attempt to contravene his Lordſhip's Claim to God's primi- 
tive Benediction, a Benedittion which he has the Confidence 
to aſſert, backs every Period of Time, and extends 10 all 
whom the vaulied Heavens encircle. 


- WHO MARRIED ABRAHAM?) I acknowlege, with 
the utmoſt Concern, that I have neither, an Anſwer nor a 
Subterfuge fit for your Lordſhip's Purpoſe. The Marriages in 
thoſe Days were conducted in a Style of ſingular Simplicity 
And Abraham took Sarah to Wife, and went in unto her The 
noble Delinquent had an Eye on this ſummary Proceſs, when 
be propoſed the Queſtion, And really, my Lord, it 'fo-cor- 
roborates his Gothic Notions of Infeoffment and Occupancy, 

that T adviſe our Advocate to blow his Noſe, when-he comes 
to that Part of the Defence, and pals over to 


| - ISATAH 2) The Fact is thus related in ſacred.Scripture*— 

And Tjaiah took faithful Witneſſes to RECORD his Union 
with the Prophete/s,” and he went in unto her, and ſhe concetved, 
and bare a Son. We might confound a Man of leſs Sagacity 
than the Chancellor by a thouſand inſidious Queſtions; and 
we will endeavour to gęrplex even him. Let_us ſee—The 
Office of the Prieſt was to pray, and to ble the People. 
Now Uriah was + Prieſt, and therefore, he prayed for Iſaiah 
and the Prophetels, and bleed them: and what elſe | is the 


25 | * 8 Iſaiah, Yet 
nuptial 


ö 


DW): 


nuptial Servicesof the Church of England ? It muſt be ac 
knowleged this is a kindred Rule of Proof with that, which 


the Logicians call a dio ſecundum quid ad diftum ſimpliciter, 
and the noble Cynic may pronounce it holy Sophiſtry, and 
pious Evaſion. But let us preſs the Point vigorouſly—a Prieſt 
and no Prayer? A Prieſt and no Benediction? Impoſſible! We 


may allo take Occaſion to notice the Antiquity of our Pariſh- 
| Clerks: for Zechariah was a Layman: and what Buſineſs 


had he there but to ſay Amen ? 


PETER and JOSEPH?) I purpoſe to diſmiſs this Queſ- 
tion by a maſterly Manceuvre. His, Lordſhip has omitted to 
inform us whether he means the Marriage of Peter, under the 
Syſtem of Moſaic Ceremonies, or Peter under the Diſpenſa- 
tion of the Goſpel. As to Joſeph, there are ſeveral of that 


Name, and he has not ſpecified his Man: therefore we are not 


bound in either Caſe to a Reply. Now this, my Lord, is 


fortunate indeed! For ſince there is not the Shadow of a. 


Ritual in the New Teſtament, the moſt ingenious Equivo- 
cation muſt have failed in a Proof of the Sub/tance. 


FED WIN and ALFRED?) Theſe Names were. Intefied. 


with no other View but to inform us, that the Marriage Ce- 
remony was not eſtabliſhed in Chriſtendom till the twelfth 
Century.“ Entre nous, my Lord, is it not myſterious that in 
one Age it ſhould be of no Importance, and in another Age 
be a Sacrament ? Of two contradictory Propoſitions, one mu 

be falſe ; of two contrary Propoſitions. both may be falſe. When 
therefore this 2n/a/hble Pope declares a Meaſure is necgſſary, 
and that zufullible Pope declares it unnecgſſary, out of Re- 
verence ought we not to conclude, that Ua/prratien is ful. 
pended? Was it for the Sins of the Clergy, or of the People, 
my Lord, that che Holy Spirit denied the Knowlege of the 
nuptial Rights upwards of a THOUSAND Tears? Mercy 
defend us, what Myriads of Souls went to Hell in that Space 
of Time, for Want of our Holy Service! 8 


THE SUFFRAGES OF ANTIQUITY,) We may ſafely 
diſregard the Support his Lordſhip .derives from untutored 


Nature. Men, who were made Children of. God, and Heirs . 


of Glory by Baptiſm, are the only proper Judges. He will 


accummulate a prodigious Maſs of Evidence from Rome and 


Athens, from Arcadia and Cyprus. I cannot deny myſelf the 
Pleaſure of a ſhort Quotation. The Stanzas are happily ſe- 
letted, and the Diction and Mode of Courtſhip well adapted 
to the Creed of our illuſtrious Offender. N 


* By Pope Innocent III. 
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os 
Convivamus, mea Leſbia, atque amemus,“ 
| | Non erit hic nobis inficiandus Amor. 1 
=: Tu modo fola places, nec jam te præter in Urbet 
1 Formoſa eſt Oculis ulla Puella meis. : : 
ES Quid Amori prodeſt jurandi Formula juris, 
i | Lingua-que ad Aras teſtificare Deum? 
| 5 Quæ jurat Mens eſt; jam conjuravimus illà, 
| 1 Ila Fidem dictis addere ſola poteſt. 


Permit me to ſubjoin a Tranſlation——and to hope your 


Eord{hip will honor it with your Corrections. 


Leſbia, thy matchleſs Charms controul, 
The ardent Wiſhes of my Soul; | 
Propitious hear my fond Decree , | 
To ſhare my Life and Love with thee: 
Unmeaning Forms of Law diſdain, 
Secure in [weet Affection's Chain; 
Th' Altar's Pomp is a ſolemn Jeſt, 

he Heart alone the Gods atteſt; 
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* EVERY CIVILIAN OF NAME.) Conjugium igitur 
| naturaliter eſſe exiſtimamus talem Cohabitationem Maris cum 
Femina, quæ Feminam conſtituat quaſi ſub Oculis & cuſtodia 
Maris. Nec aliud ut Conjugium ſubſiſtat Natura videtur re- 
quirere; àtque gratiſſimum eſt Deo, ut perpetua fit ea Conju- 

nctio. Grotius. Lib. 2. | | EY 


Addendum denique eſt aliquid de Uxoribus velut ſecun- 
darius, quæ multis Populis in uſu fuerunt. Tales nimirum, 
| uz revera Fidem conjugalem Viro dant, & in arctiſſimam 
[ „ e cum eodem coaleſcunt, ſed ob quaſdem Rationes 
BE in juſte Matris-familias Dignationem non adſciſcantur, nec 
1 earundem Proli omne Jus fit quod alias Filüs familias com- 
muniter competit. Ex quo patet, ejusmodi Uxorum diſ- 
'  crimen 4 juſtis Uxoribus per JUS DUNTAXAT POSITI- 
| | VUM bo” Ar hr Pn Soc Þufftndort. Lib. 6. 1 


— 
—— — — — 


| This is a Rule in Point; nor do I know, my Lord, how we 
ſhall elude its Force. Suppoſe by a dato non conceſſo we admit 
the Fact, and then argue a Fado ad Fus non valet Conſequentza? 
In the Event of a Defeat on any Ground whatever, we may 


„ Catullus. 1 Tibullus. f Ovid, 


urge 
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urge this Argument with great Eclat: for tho! it proves No- 


thing, there 1s this ſingular Advantage attending it, 24 admits 
of no Reply. 1 1 


If I may reaſon to your Lordſhip's Experience from my 


own, you now demand to know, with much Solicitude, if the 
matrimonial Ceremony of our moſt Holy Church be not ne- 


cefſary? But our ſagacious Opponent chooſes to transfer the 
_ Hypothelis to the Theſis, and enquire if ANY CEREMONY 


be neceſlary ? | 


| Is it requiſite to PROCURE Love? This will be his firſt 
Queſtion. Now were Objects to preſent ſimilar Images of 
 Lovelineſs to every Heart, ſimilar Effects would be produced. 
But it is an Argument of the Wiſdom of the Deity, that hu- 
man Nature is diverſified by an endleſs Variety of Organiza- 
tion. In Infancy the immanent Energy is in a State of ſoft 
Repoſe. At the appointed Hour. it is excited by congenial 
Powers, and conſtitutes a State of Love. All that Man ex- 


periences antecedently to this Interview is only * * or 


tranſitory, Attachment. Plato well obſerves, that Lovers' 


Souls reciprocally exchange their Abode, and dwell with the 
Object of Delight. A northern Bard proteſts, after * muck 


Lage Experience in this mortal Round” _ 


If Heaven a Draught of genuine Pleaſure ſpare, 
One Cordial in this melancholy Vale, 
*Tis when a youthful, loving, modeſt Pair, 
' In other's Arms breath out the tender Tale, PE 
Beneath the Milk-white Thorn-that ſcents the Ev'ning Gale. 


They, who think and act under the Impulſe of * Ap- 


petite, treat delicate or abſtracted Love as a romantic Notion. 


The Diſcrimination certainly is not in all Caſes eaſy. Vet, to 


the Honor of my Sex, I declare the ſoſt Emotion, the tender 
Sympathy of Soul denominated LOVE, is compatible with 
the utmoſt Sanity of Thought and Purity of Deſire. Ovid 
has given us the Hiſtory of this Paſſion in the Experience of 


Pygmalion.* Aſter he had gazed, and imbibed even to Ec- 


ſtacy the ſweet Senſation, he prefers a Prayer to the Gods, 


and then proceeds, in a Courſe of the moſt reſpectſul Tender- 


neſs to the laſt Endearments of wedded Love. 


* 


e Es - | + 


vox. METAMORPH, 


+2 | 
The Chancellor has properly obſerved, an Alliance with- 


out Love is ceremonious Proſtitution. Now if we cannot demon- 
ſtrate the Omnipotence of a Form of Words, and ſhew by 
what Enchantment we excite-and animate the Senſibilities of 
thoſe, who preſent themſelves at the Altar, we may expect the 


higheſt Indignities from his fierce and unſanctified Eloquence, 


But I think it will be the Antipodes of ſound Policy to allege, 


that the mere Ceremony is the efficient Cauſe of the conſtituent 


Principles of Love. We muſt envelope the Subject, my Lord, 


in holy Obſcurity, and as we are at a Loſs for the Rea/on, we 


_ muſt contend for the Myftery. In ſome Inſtances, a diſcreet 


Silence has an Air of profound Wiſdom. But, ſometimes, it 
is more prudent to explain an Enigma by a Riddle. 


Will it PRESERVE Love? The Cauſe of Love is it's bell 


Protection. A Form of Words can neither impart Love nor 


preferve it. And yet, my Lord, I acknowlege, with ſome De- 
gree of Confuſion, that the Marriage Vow has. too often a 


malignant Influence over a female Mind., I have been in 


Habits of Intimacy with ſeveral Ladies of Condition, who 
have been. detected in illegal Correſpondence; but on my 
Conſcience, I believe they would have been as faithful as 


Penelope, if they had not promi/ed to be /o. They came from 


the Altar chaſte as Veſtals, but alas! the fatal Promiſe preyed 
upon their gentle Spirits, and would have hurried their bloom- 


ing Beauties to the Grave, if a broken Vow had not 


prevented a broken Heart, © 


The ſubtle Fiend, who triumphed over our elder Mother, 
did not attempt to deny that the Fruit was forbidden —— He 
knew the Sex. —— He provoked her Appetite by reminding 
her of the Prohibition. And here, my Lord, I muſt trouble 
you with a Queſtion: and I beg your Lordſhip will have the 
Goodneſs to uſe the utmoſt Precaution leſt the profane World 


ſhould diſcover the Myſtery. We are told in the holy Arti- 
cles of our moſt Holy Church, that OUR Nature is frail and 
ſimful, and that the Geornue cage the —let it remain as it is in 


the Original—infligates the female Heart to go aſtray. If, there- 
fore, WE fin, we may claim, in ſome Meaſure, the For iveneſs 
and Compaſſion of our Fellow Creatures. But EVE, that Pa- 
ragon of Perfection and Virtue, with no internal Importu- 
nity to ſeduce, no corrupt Examples to patronize, nor external 


FTemptations to ſolicit—except the DEVIL and an APPLE 
— embraced the firſt Opportunity of revolting from her God! 


What Apology does your Lordſhip offer for her : P 
BEL” er os | : 
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On what Principle do you account for ſo ſingular a Phenomenon? 
Meibes a moſt ingenious Solution of the 


Difficulty indeed! And 1 cannot but regret Mr. Pitt's Inattention 
to this antiperiſtatical Impetus in the female Mind. He ought 


certainly to prohibit the Export of our Mancheſter Goods, and 


by that Means he would ſecure the Markets of France. Mr. 


Fenlinſon — I aſk ten thouſand Pardons — my Lord Hau- 


bury informed the Peers, that the Mancheſter Cottons, when 
PROHIBITED, found their Way to Paris thro' Flanders and 


Germany. I give the utmoſt Credit to the Fact, but from 


the Inference of the noble Lord I diſſent zoto Cælo. The 
Sale will be increaſed, ſaid he, when the Ports of France are 
opened, Now the Reverſe of this Prædiction will be read 


in the Hiſtory of our Commerce. As long as they were IN- 
TERDICTED they were ſought with great Avidity ; and had 


the Smugglers been obliged to CIRCUMNAVIGATE THE 
GLOBE prior to their Admiſſion into France, the Market had 


been an Object, for the LADIES would have been ſupplied. 


But when the Pariſians heard that the Treaty was ſigned, they 
began to cool in the Purſuit ; and at this M. 


| e F oment not a Wo- 
man of Diſtinction will condeſcend to wear the fineſt Produc- 
tions of our Looms. The Enchantment is broken—the je ne 


far quoi is vaniſhed — the Texture is coarſe—and the Tints are 


vulgar and odious. & I addreſs this, and every ſimilar Remark 


to your Lordſhip, as a Lord of Trade and Commerce. 


I now return to my Lord Biſhop. If a Form of Words 


cannot create Affection, nor preſerve it, a Form of Words 


cannot be necefſary. But the nuptial Ceremony of the 
Church of England is a Form of Words, ergo, the nuptial 


Ceremony of the Church of England is ee Q. E. D. 
| Caſuift will 


But we muſt not flatter ourſelves, that the learne | 
flop here. No, my Lord, he will go on and obſerve, a Form 
of Words unſupported by Reaſon and Revelation muſt be 
1 % % if not SINFUL——the Application and Inference 
eee. | | „ 


LAW of the REALM.) To obtain an adequate Notion 
of this Argument, we ought to. recolleft, wy Link. that a 
Law is 'a Rule of Life dittated by Authority, Tf it cannot 
be reſolved into a Law of Nature, or Revelation, it has no 
Controul over the Conſcience ; but as the Order and Well- 
being of political Society depend on poſitive Inftitutes, it is 
highly reaſonable we ſubmit” to the Penalty, if we refuſe Obe- 


dience to the Precept. Now in every Inſtance of moral and 
; Ty | civil 


/ 


| (20 ) 
civil Offence, the Puniſhment inflicted by Juſtice EXPIATES 
the Guilt. On this Ground his Lordſhip contends; that the 
= ſpiritual Court is in full Oppoſition to every Dictate of Reaſon 
S and municipal Law, when it demands a SECOND ATONE- 
MENT for the ſame Tranſgreſſion. We may urge, indeed, 
in Reply, that we proſecute the ſame Treſpaſs both in the 
Crown and Plea Side of the King's-Bench. But J am full of 
the moſt painful Apprehenſion left our dextrous Antagoniſt 
ſhould foil the Stroke, and turn the Weapon on our own Bo- 
ſoms. Will it not lead him into a Train of diſagreeable Inter. 
rogation, and be the Means of ſuggeſting more Difficulties in 
; five Minutes, than we ſhall be able to ſolve in five Months? 
He will admit the twofold Purſuit alleged in our. Argument, 
but he will remind the Court of the Neceſſity of appealing the 
ſupreme Authority of the State, for the Infrattion” of the 
Peace, and the Juſtice as well as Equity of redreſſing an in- 
jured Individual. He will next obſerve, that the ſupreme 
Authority of the State is obeyed by his Submiſſion to the 
Alternative; and, with an Air of ſupercilious Triumph, he 
will demand, what INDIVIDUAL have I offended? Then 
riſing into Warmth, he will reprobate with indignant Vehe- 
mence a Tribunal that dares to puniſh what God and Reaſon 
ſanctifſy. Yes, my Lord, the venerable Bench mult expect to 
be laſhed with the moſt pointed Invective, to be ſtyled an 
Imperium in Imperio, and to be inſulted bya thouſand impertinent 
| "or gre the Penance abſolve my Offence as a Citizen? 
Will Miſs Edmonds be Lady Thurlow? Or my Daughters 
legitimate? Does the Penance abſolve my Offence as a Chriſ— 
tian? Then pray, what is the Price of a Pardon for Adultery 
and Murder ? 1 a 5 | 


We muſt diſregard this Obloquy and Sarcaſm, and preſerve 

a ſteady Countenance, for our Cauſe is good. Meanwhile your 
Lordſhip will determine what violated Laws of Nature, of Reve- 
lation, and of the Realm are to be ſlated in the Libel. I have 
preſumed to offer my Thoughts on the Subjett, and I humbly 
hope they are favorable to the beſt Intereſts of our Holy 
Church. I muſt remark, that the Chancellor's Doctrine of 
Atonement is ſtrictly orthodox: for you know, my Lord, 
it is on this very Hypotheſis we canonize Charles the fir/t. 
Great and. numerous, it is faid, were his political Iniquities, 
but the coſtly Sacrifice of his Life was an ample Expiation for 
his Crimes. This Poſition muſt be admitted by his bittereſt 
Enemies. But this glorious Monarch 1s not only a 3. a 
;; | a | TE A 


| (2) 


Martyr, the dead he ſpeaketh—et magna teſtatur Voce per Umbras 
Diſche Juſtitiam moniti, et non temnere LEGES. 


e 


His Lordſhip's Dit inction between e and poſitive 
Law is corroborated by Blackſtone. I: ſincerely wiſh it were 
more fully comprehended. Infinite for Example, are the Evils 
ariſing ſrom the [gnorance, for I am-unwilling to call it the 
Villainy of thoſe, who purchaſe ſmuggled Goods. But it is 


eaſy to demonſtrate, that he, who defrauds the Revenue, is not 


a Man, but a political Monſter. The Rk, or even the Loſs of a 
Venture is no Atonement: it is not only a civil but a moral Trang reſ- 
fron. Let it be propoſed to a Mam of Integrity and Retiitude 
of Heart, to engage in illicit Commerce. The Enterprize is 
en hazardous, as the Goods may be intercepted by the 


Olficers of the Revenue; but the Percentage of Profit is 
ſufficient, you may inform him, to. enſure an immenſe Fortune 


to the Adventurers. You may alſo plead the Practice of Ages, 
and the Approbation of the People, but you will never pre- 


vail on him to embark in a. Scheme ſo repugnant to his Ideas 


of Dignity, Patriotiſm, and Virtue. It may not be unpro- 
fitable, my Lord, to analyze that Train of Sentiment, by 
which he 1s fortified againſt the Faſcination of Wealth. In 
the firſt Place, then, he who ſells, or purchaſes any, even 
the molt trifling Article prohibited by the Laws, or for which 
the Proprietor has not paid the full, accuſtomed Duties, is 
not a CHRISTIAN; for Chriſt commands us to * render 
unto Cæſar the Things which are Caſar's.” When the Com- 
mons have voted the executive Power the Supplies neceſſary 
for foreign Conqueſts, domeſtic Defence, the Economy of 
the State, and the Reduction of our Debt, the Money thus 
voted is literally transferred to Cæſar. It is no longer the 


Property of Individuals. If the Confidence repoſed in Cæſar 


be abuſed —the Abuſe muſt be redreſſed. Nor is he a PA- 
TRIO T. Genuine Patriotiſm exhibits the proſoundeſt Re- 


verence for the Laws, and exerts its utmoſt Influence to carry 


the wiſe and temperate Reſolves of Government into Effect. 
But this Man inſults the Authority of his Country — con- 
tributes to the Ruin of her Commerce -impedes the Meaſures 
of her Government—and renders an armed Hoſt neceſſary to 
counteradt his iniquitious Deſigns. He has no claim to moral 


HONESTY. He who enjoys the tranſcendent Privileges of 


an Engliſhman, and witholds his Quota of Support to the 
State, merits the deepeſt Abhorrence.. He might with equat 


Juſtice. FRO the Palace, or rob on the High: Way. 
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The Deficiencies cauſed by his atrocious Practices muſt be 
made good by the laborious Citizen: and Men of Integrity 
ſuſtain a treble Burthen to afford Relief to a VILLAIN! 
He has no Claim to HUMANITY. There is no Aſſociation 
of People under Heaven ſo ſavage, but regard perſonal Pro- 
erty. They plunder, indeed, but it is their — Enemies. But 
e, who defrauds the Revenue, diſregards all Diſtinction 
of Property; and plunders, not the Enemies of his Country, 

but his Nezghbour, He is therefore a political MONSTER. 
And I do conjure every Patriot, every Man of Virtue in the 
Kingdom to make it a common Cauſe and hunt him down. I 
deſpiſe the u/ual Motives of Qui tam Proſecutions; but I ſhall 
hold in honorable Eſtimation the Man who lands forward 

to annihilate this complicated Evil. | 2 


INDECENT AND ABSURD.) It is an affecting Con- 
ſideration, my Lord, that our active and determined Enemy 
bas no Limits to his Reſentments. Not ſatisfied with an 
"elaborate Apology for his profane Contempt of holy Ordi- 
nances, he has the Preſumption to menace our moſt ſacred 
Arcana. It does not require the Aid of Propheſy to predict 
the Mode of his Aitagk. You know, my Lord, our ſage 
Reformers, after long and folemn Debate, reſolved that 
Marriage was deſigned | | 5 


Iſt. FOR THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN. + 
| IId. AS A REMEDY AGAINST FORNICATION. 
| 111d. FOR THE COMFORT OF THE AGED. 


\8 Now the Genius of Depravity will prompt his Lordſhip, I fear, 

| to treat theſe our holy Myſleries with ſavage Ferocity and 

Rudeneſs. I hear him in a Tone, like the Rumbling of diſtant 

Thunder, ſpeaking Terror and Diſmay to our gentle Advocate 

and pray, Sir, is it the CEREMONY which procreates the 

Children? An/wer me. 1 humbly hope your Lordſhip will 

; not be offended-at my Silence: I have no Inftruftions on the 

4 ' Sahbjeft; and we are forbidden to ſpeak on ſacred Myſteries 
1 without Leave from his Holineſs the Biſhop. _ 

Well then, my Lord Judge, ſince this Man is afraid of 

bis Myſteries, have the Goodneſs to tell me—if the Ceremony 

do not get the Woman with Child, what Bufineſs has ſhe at 


the Altar? Do you conceive her to be ſuch a Novice, as to 


be ignorant of the Deſtination of her Sex? You may ſafely 
leave her to the Tuition of her Mother Eve. i T6 Þ 


Is drinking the Cure, of Drunkenneſs, my Lord Judge ? 
I think Horace informs us, that Paſſions are ſtrengthened by 
Indulgence—Creſcit indulgens ſibi dyrus Hydrops. Permit 
me to illuſtrate by Example “ the fair Andromache ſleeps ruft 
the magnanmous Hector She a Whore, and he a Rogue. To 
the Ceremony of Love and Nature, they add, in the Morning, 
the Ceremony of the Prieſt——They ſleep together again, 
dream the ſame Dreams, and riſe—an konorable Pair. Now are 
we to ſuppoſe, that Fornication is the Remedy of Fornication ? 
Will the voluptuous Hector acquire an Habit of Tem- 
erance under the ſolt Inſtructions of Andromache? No, my 
Lord Judge, it is by the divine Influence of a Form of Words, 
by the almighty Fiat of a Prieſt, that an unpardonable Sin 
becomes a conſecrated Comfort. Sed credat fudæus. 


As I am under Obligation to prove your Ceremony ab/urd 
as well as indecent, allow me to aſk, by what Mode of Inveſ- 
tigation do you aſcertain the non plus ultra of female Fecun- 
dity? For I perceive the moſt important Prayer, I mean that 
for divine Aſſiſtance, is to be omitted if the Woman be paſt. 
Child- bearing. When a high ſpirited Dame, verging to her 
grand Climacteric, appears at the Altar, does the ee - = 
to be informed if her Ladyſhip's Wiſh be to aſſiſt in the Pro; 
creation of Children? or to counteract her Propen/ity to 
Formcation ? ——or merely for the Comforts. of the Mart iage 
Bed ? If he do not, it is an unpardonable Negligence: he 
may pray, when he ought. to be ſilent, and be ſilent, when he 
ought to pray; and thus cauſe prodigious Confuſion in the 
Purpoſes of Heaven. And if he do # ## ## #* * Nay 
my Lord, even as the Words are now read, no Woman of 
Delicacy can be preſent without Confuſion, notwithſtanding: 
the Relief her Senſibilities may receive from the Burleſque 
Solemnity in which the Service is performed. "34 | 


Again. When a blooming Pair, with Vigor in their Limbs - 
and beer in their Hearts, retire {rom your Preſence, you moſt 
devoutly pray, . that the Lord would ſend them HELP from his 
holy Place.” But when an aged Couple totter to the Altar, 
and meekly kneel: for your Benediction, you cruelly withold 
it, and leave them to their own feeble, unaſſiſted Efforts. 1 
know your Anſwer—they deſire to partake of the c 2 


arts 


(8) . 
Comforts of wedded Love. But is there no Mode of convey- 
ing Comfort to the Heart, but thro' the Medium of the Mar- 


riage Bed? Why do you illude the venerable Pair, by aſſuring 


them they ſhall enjoy the“ Fruit of their Toil, and fee ther 
Chaldrens' Children if you purpoſe to deny your effettual 
e M There may be Law in this, but by G- d there 
is no Equity. But the End of 3 holy Service crowns all, 
I mean your Admonition to the Bride not to be AFRAID, and 
the VAST REWARD of her Obedience to the Myſteries of 


Love. SWEET PROBATION ! The lovely Candidates will 


bymn your Praiſes to all Eternity ! 


Pray, my Lord Biſhop, what does the illuſtrious Hottentot 
mean. by this Torrent of Infinuation and Abuſe? Don't be 


afraid! The Words in our holy Ritual are / ye are not afraid 


with any Amazement. To a vulgar Underſtanding, indeed, it 
may ſeem rather difficult not to be 77zghtened when you are 
alarmed. Euripides and the Tutor of Alexander uſe ono, but 
not in the Senſe of the Apoſtle, whoſe Words may. be para- 


phraſed, / ye are ſteadfaſt in the Faith, un moved, undiſmayed, 


at the Terrors of your outing Enemies. Were it lawful 
to have an Opinion different from our inſpired Reformers, I 
ſhould queſtion the Propriety of uſing this Paſſage as a valedic- 
tory Exhortation in a nuptial Ceremony. You ſee, my Lord, 
the Uſe to which our infidious Opponent has perverted it. 
His hcentious Strictures will cauſe the Ladies to bluſh and 


titter from the Beginning to the End of the Service. What 


a Paradox, that the Keeper of the King's Conſcience ſhould 
have no Conſcience of his own! Were he to read his Brother 
Durham's Bible he would find, that Heaven is not to be ob- 
tained by the Ladies on ſuch eaſy Terms, as he proſanely 
intimates. | | 


IF THE CLERGY BE SO VERY POOR.) The Dig- 
nity of our Holy Church does not depend on the Riches, but 
the Piety and Learning of the Prieſthood. Otherwiſe it would 
be as requiſite for a Curate to have a good Coat on his Back, 
as for a Biſhop to ride in his Coach. If it be aſked why your 
Lordſhips ſo rigidly exact the Payment of your Temporalities, 
if Wealth be not neceſſary, the Anſwer is obvicus—to inculcate 
Principles of moral Honeſty inthe Dioceſs—to indulge your Pro- 
penſity of doing Good by—Szealth, and, finally, to ſupport an 


Appearance as Lords of Parliament. J am perſuaded it would be 


a Jubilee to their Lordſhips' Feelings were they emancipated 
from the Bondage of the upper Houſe. - It robs them of many 
e ; 8 a ſweet 
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a ſweet Hour of Prayer and Meditation, interrupts the Feli- 
licity and Edification of their Flocks, and creates an invidious 
Diſtinction between them and their inferior Brethren, whom 
they deſire to emulate in Humility, Poverty, and Self-denial. 
The Nation, alſo, would moſt cordially rejoice in their Lord- 
ſhip's Deliverance from Captivity. But, alas for the Com- 
mon good! this cannot be effected. They are ſworn to defend 
he Powers that be,” They are the Miniſter's Body Guards 


Guards. They encompaſs him with their Croziers, and in ſilent 
| Dignity intercept his Defeat. An eccentric Genius will ſome- 

times revolt from the Confederacy, and join the Standard of 
Oppoſition. But this uſually ariſes from a certain Amplitude 
of Mind, beyond the Power of preſent Engagements to occupy. 
Let the Miniſter entruſt a larger Proportion of Souls to the good 
Man's Protection, and he will inſtantly rejoin the Phalanx, and 
meditate on ill better Things, I cannot deny myſelf the Plea- 
ſure of obſerving, that there 1s a Spirituality in their political 


—his | They eaconip in Contradiction to his BLACK-. 


Manners which plainly evinces they are not “ of this World.” 
When the Will of the Sovereign, or the Clamors of the 


People render it expedient for a Miniſter to retire, he is uſu- 
ally attended by a long Train of profane Peers, who follow 
his Fortunes from Habits of Friendſhip, political Principle, 
or Etiquette of Office; but the Biſhops—and Caffandra pro- 
claims it to their immortal Honor—are No RESPECTERS OF 
PERSONS. The outward Form of the Deity of their Devo- 
tions may be changed, but the hidden Power is immutable, and 
that alone do they worſhip. ns 6 N | 2 


TRIUNE VOICE OF THE CONSTITUTION.) It is 


an Opinion ſtill in Credit with the Multitude, that the Coro- 
nation Oath precludes all Poflibilty of Reform in the Doc- 
trines and Polity of our Holy Church. As it is unfriendly to 
the Intereſts of Epiſcopacy to undeceive them; a State of 


Iznorance being a State of Safety; ſo it would be abſurd, even 


to a Degree of being ridiculous, to attempt a ferious Defence 
of the Doctrine. 5 n e oh 


The Clergy, the Clergy of ſormer Times, my Lord, are 


always on Tiptoe or All fours 


Tyrants or Spaniels. 


From the Commencement to the Decadency of pontifical De- 
ſpotiſm, the firſt Article in the Coronation Oath ſecured the 
Immunities of the Church; and then followed the Privileges 
of the People. At the Revolution they had but one Requeſt 
—to ſoil av ouflrai—And this Prayer of Deſpondency be- 
ER E 8 came 
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1 
came a Part of the Coronation Compact, and remains a Mo- 
nument of the indulgent Acquieſcence of the Prince, and the 
Weakneſs of the Clergy. It is now uſed merely by Preſcrip— 


tion: for when the Monarch has ſworn to govern according 


to the LAWS and Culloms of the Realm, the preſent Biſhops 
would diſdain to intercede for a Church by LAW eſtabliſhed, 
Were not their Lordſhips adverſe to Innovation, I would en- 
treat them to reſcind this diſgraceful Appendage to the no- 


bleſt Oath of Office that ever was adminiſtered, Might not 


Breflaw, with equal Propriety, ſtipulate with the Sovereign 


for Is juggling Apparatus, and all and every of the Profits 


thence accruing? Your Lordſhip's good Nature, I know, 
will prompt you to an Apology for your Prædeceſſors, and 


you will inform me, there is no Analogy of Uſe and Impor- 
tance between the Cups and Balls of a Conjurer and the ſa- 
cred Myſteries of our moſt Holy Church. True, my Lord; 


I acknowledge the Simile is unfortunate, but the Jllation is 


valid. If it be abſurd for Individuals to go into a Detail of 


pee! Privilege, it is abſurd in the Clergy; which is the 


oint your Lordſſnp and I were to prove: and if that which 
by LAW is eſtabliſhed, can alſo by LAW be aboliſhed, the 
nuptial Ceremony may be aboliſhed; which 1s the Polition 
our illuſtrious Opponent was to vindicate. | 


Are we then to abandon our holy Citadel to the Fury of 
this Gothic Invader? No, my Lord, no. In the Face of 


Evidence, in Defiance of Conviction, we muſt contend that 
we hold it Jure divino—that the Prayer Book was brought 


down from Heaven by an Angel—that it is a Light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the Glory of the Church of Chriſt—that 
the leaſt Alteration would provoke the Vengeance of God, 
and that Chriſtendom would be inſtantly overrun by Jews, 


: Turks, and Infidels. The Canaille will credit our Aſſertions; 
and you know, my Lord, they have always been the ſteadieſt 


Friends of the Church. Were it a Conteſt. ſimply for Domi. 
nion and Emolument, it would be unpardonable to diſregard 
the Admonitions of Conſcience; but our's is the Cauſe of 
Religion, the Cauſe of Truth, which we can never ſo effcc- 


tually ſupport as by acting in full Oppoſition to the Dictates 


of carnal Reaſon. 


NOT A PEER WHO HAS BROKEN HIS MARRI- 
AGE VOW, &c.) The noble Sophiſt is here menacing his 
Brother Fornicators with the Lex Talionis. But not with a 
View to the Salvation of their Souls, His blaſphemous 50 

| | | | on 
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ſen i is to ſubvert the e Diſcipline of the Church. By 
this Argument ad Hominem, he hohes to obtain the Hectual 
OO of noble Lords. 
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And now our Holy Church“ ſtarts up alarmed” and aſks | | 
of me her Propheteſs and Friend; and well they be victorious? ll 
In the genuine Language of oracular Prediction I reply, 1! 


AIO te, Zacida, Romanos vincere poſſe. ar big | b | 
| | | 


IF CONTRIBUTIONS MUST BE IMPOSED ON we | 
WEDDED LOVE.) I do not know that any Rule of Good- 4 
breeding will fubject us to Cenſure, if we omit to notice the 
Propolition before us, till we have made a Tory Excurſion 
into the Regions of Finance. - ? 


The productive Powers of a State are the Fund whence it 
derives us Wealth and Conſequence. It is incumbent on 
every Citizen to contribute his Proportion with Zeal and 
Alacrity, either in Lahour—in the Produce of the Soil—or in | 
Money their common Repreſentative. By the American Re- 2 
volution, my Lord Commiſſioner, our Trade has been di- | 
verted from it's antient Channels, and the Government em- 
barraſſed by a Debt unprecedented in the Annals of the 
World, yet the ENERGY of this Country—and I ſpeak it 
with a Patriot's Joy—1s adequate to every Purpoſe ot Do- | 
minion and Commerce, 


— 


The judicious CEconomy of the POWERS of. a Kingdom 
is the Summit of miniſterial Excellence. An improvident 
Syſtem of Impolt may countervail every local Advantage, 
and transfer our Manufattures to rival States. The Levant 
55 but I ſpare the Feelings of thoſe who are now lamenting | 
the Ruin of that profitable and important Commerce. . PV 


The puren scheme of Impoſt would Jeri the Tax optional. i 
It would commence with the higheſt. Luxuries of Life, and 
deſcend to it's Neceſſaries, as the Exigencies of the State be- 
came preſſing. But Experience would ſoon convince us, 
that the Syſtem was more equitable. in the Abſtratt, than pro- 
fitable 1 im it's Operations: for a Tax on domeſlic Conſumption | 
18 ultimately difluſed through ev ery Order of the State. | 


The Shop Tax has incurred an nn Degree of popular 
Odium. I do not mean to ſpeak to the Merits of the preſent | 
1 | Bill | 


1 


— 
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Bill I zhink it defective But I inſiſt on the Wiſdom of the 
Meaſure in Principle and Tendency. It is ſaid to be 4 
Violation of Magna Charta.“ But will any Man in the Uſe of 
Reaſon, call this an Argument? What do you conceive Magna 
Charta to be! A Charter of civil Liberties; a Detail of the 
Privileges of Engliſhmen; a venerable Monument of the Dig- 


nity and untameable Spirit of our Anceſtors. But by what 


Authority 1s it of Force in theſe Realms! By the Pleaſure and 
Authority of the Sovereign? God forbid. It is a Law of 


Parliament. It paſſed the minor and ſuperior Barons, and 


then received the Sanction of the Crown. Our Rights are 
indefeſible; but the Modes of protecting and adminiſtering 
thoſe Rights are ſubject to perpetual Viciſſitude. The unfore- 
ſeen Contingencies, which float in the Current of the World, 
often render the beſt concerted Meaſures ineffectual. But 
our Laws are not, like thoſe of the Medes and Perſians im- 
mutable. It is our peculiar Privilege to deliberate on what 
ought to be, and to regulate the Commonwealth with a View 
to the greateſt Aggregate of Good. Now this aſcendant Power 
of modiſying the national CEconomy reſides in Parliament; 
and it is a Queſtion of equal Importance, whether the pro- 
Jetted Regulation militates againſt a Statute of Yeſterday, or 
the Charter of Henry the Third. I uſe the Word Charter 
ſimply as it implies ritten Evidence. I rejett the common Ac- 
ceptation of the Word with infinite Diſdain. Our Liberties 
exiſt antecedently to Law, and are independent on the Will 
of Man. And 1 again repeat it, as far as the Great Charter 
is declaratory of thoſe Rights, I hold it in Reverence. But 
are we bound to indiſcriminate Obedience to the Language of 


that Charter ? The firſt Article eftabliſhes POPER for ever. 
But in Truth, my Lord. the Act is not in Oppoſition to the 


Charter in Letter, or in Spirit. I noticed this common Place 
Argument, merely with a View to your Lordſhip's Gratih- 
cation. I knew you would be happy in the Opportunity of 


gazing with fond Delight on the auguſt Spectacle of Runny- 


Mead: when a Monarch, who condeſcended to hold the 
Kingdom as the Patrimony of St. Peter, appeared at the Feet 
of has People; the only Situation in which a weak, or a wicked 
Prince can act with any Grace. | 1 


1 have already ſaid, the Quota of national Energy, requiſite 


to the Purpoſes of Glory and Commerce, ought to be granted 


with Cheartulneſs and Ardor. The People in Parliaments 
aſſembled are to determine, if it will be moſt CY to the 
| 5 Ps % eneral 
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General. good to raiſe the Subſidy on Landon the raw Ma 
terial—or the finiſhed Articles of Commerce and domeſtic 
Conſumption. | e 


It is alleged by the Citizens, that the Tax on Shops is par- 
tial and oppreſſive. Of the Crowd of Ideas which offer to 
my Mind on this Occalion, I will content myſelf with a few 

of the molt obvious, without regarding their Arrangement. 
It is with me a commercial Aphoriſm of the firſt Conſequence, 
that the Produce of the efficient Powers of the State be 
brought into IMMEDIATE -Conſumption, both foreign and 
Domeſtic . but as this is not in all Caſes practicable, without 


the Intervention of Mzrddle-Men, 1 do not heſitate to lay it 


down as another inconteſlible Truth, that the AGENCY 
ought to be proportional to the PRODUCE. Exc will be 
a common Evil; and a Dæedt will endanger a Monopoly. 
From theſe Premiſes, which no Man of political Information 
will pronounce gratuitous, we may ealily deduce the following 
Concluſions. A Shop Tax is not PARTIAL, Shopkeepers 
are the Middle Men between the Manufacturer and the Con- 


ſumer and the Conſumer. The Legiſlature, it has been al- 


ready obſerved, may levy the Impoſt on the raw Material, or 
the finiſhed Production. If the Aid demanded by the Go- 
vernment be paid by the Landholder, or the Manufacturer, 


they impoſe it on their common Agent the Shopkeeper, WhO 


is repaid by the Conſumer. 1f the Government think proper 
to intercept_ the public Share of the Produce, when in the 
Hands of the Agent, he has the fame Opportunity of Redreſs 
as before, with this only Difference, inllead of refunding the 


Tax to the Landholder, or the ManufaQturer, he now pays it 


to an Officer of the Revenue. 


I am too jealous of the Liberties of my Country to approve 
a Meaſure merely becauſe it is founded on Precedent : but 
certainly there is much collateral Evidence admithble on the 
preſent Occaſion. The unpopular Capitation Tax is the only 
one which by direct Application would affect all the Indivi- 


duals of the Country. The Operations of every other Fax 8 


muſt, in the Nature of Things, be circuitous, and by the 
ſame Neceſſity partial; if the Circumſtance of it's commenc- 
ing it's Operations from a particular Point will juſtiſy the 
erm. But in this View, innumerable Bodies of Men might 
come ſorward with better Ground of Complaint than the 
Shopkeepers. The Landholder contributes drredly and indi- 
reftly to the Support of the State—the Stockholder in the 
| | | BED | latter 
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latter Senſe alone. Some Tradeſmen are ſubjeft to heavy 
Licenſes—others are exempted. Some pay enormous Sums 
to the Exciſe, and then give the Retail Vender Credit for 
the Duty and the Goods, | | 


A Shop Tax is not OPPRESSIVE. A Percentage on the 
annual Return, imperceptible to the Conſumer, will be a full 
Remuneration of the Trouble, Is it urged, an additional Per- 
centage of Profit is impracticable? We may confute the Argu- 
ment by a Queſtion— When the Manufacturer advances a 
Commodity, how do you repay yourſelves? * 


Finally. A judicious Shop Tax would be a GREAT, NA- 
TIONAL. ADVANTAGE. A raw Material, which gives 
Employment to a Multitude of Hands 1s of vaſt Utility. But 
it's grand and ultimate Beneſit to the State, as an Article 
of Conſumption, or Commerce; may ſuffer an incredible 
Diminution from a Surplus of Agency. Now let any Man in 
political Habits eſtimate our productive Powers, and contraſt 
them with the enormous Agency in Town and Country, and 
he will ſee, that ſome Meaſure which may operate as a RE- 
MED his eſſential to the very Being of our Commence. 
Can a better Meaſure be deſired, than a Shop Tax ? I ſhould 
be tedious, I ſear, if I went into an ample Detail of its Uti— 
wy and Excellencies. A few deſultory Obſervations muſt 
uthce. fed” | 


It is not yet decided, whether the Induſtry of Towns, or 
the Induſtry of the Country, deſerves the moſt Encouragement. 
Many ingenious Theories have appeared, and many plauſible 
Arguments have been uſed by their Partizans. If we reaſon 
from Experience, the military Glory af an Empire 1s uſually 
promoted and ſuſtained by a hardy Peaſantry. The Trophies 
of Creſſy and Agincourt were won, when Commerce was in 
it's Infancy. The ſafeſt Practice is to encourage both. At 
preſent, Agriculture is negletted. The large Towns, and el- 
pecially the Metropolis, attract the Peaſantry from every Quar- 
ter. We have a prodigious Extent of Land uncultivated. a 


It 


8 
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* I was told by my own Butcher, that it is impracticable. I ſhould be glad, 
ſaid he, if there were a Tax ſufficient to deter needy Adventurers from opening 
Shops. When a Man has eſtabliſhed a ſufficient Trade in any Part of the Town 
to ſupport himſelf and Family, three or four more will open Shops in the Neigh- 
bourhood, and all of them will be ſtarved, The preſent Tax is too trifling to 
Juſtify an Advance on my Meat, I pay four Pounds per Annum, but one Farth- 
ing on two Pounds of Meat would put fixty Pounds a Ycar into my Pocket ! 
This complaint could certainly be reincdied. 


( 31 ) 


In former Times, it was a Point with Domeſtics to con- 
tinue in the Service of a reputable Family, till Death. It is 
now the Rage to quit their Employments, and open a Shop, 


as ſoon as they have acquired ſome Money, or can obtain a 


little Credit. Their Fellow Servants, envying their ſuppoſed 
Happineſs and Independence, become diſſatisfied with their 


_ Situations, and eagerly embrace the firſt Opportunity of copy- 


ing their Example. One Conſequence is, a Succeſſion of 
rural Youth becomes neceſſary to ſupply Vacancies. Another 
Conſequence is, by thus increaſing the Agency of the King- 
dom, they cauſe, in the ſame Ratio Poverty and Bankrupt- 
cies, They do not increaſe the Conſumption of our Manu- 
factures, but they enſure the Ruin of Individuals. The/e 
Men ſhould be at the Plow. „ 5 | 


A certain Number of Families will maintain a Tradeſman 
in great ReſpeQability; if five or ſix Intruders participate 
his Income, they will all break. The Diſpropertion between 
the Agents of our foreign Commerce 1s equally notorious. 
Every Man is now a Merchant, and every Merchant, I had 
almoſt, ſaid is inſolvent. This is to be taken under obvious 
Reſtriction Some of our Merchants are Men of Fortune 
and Integrity, and are juſtly entitled to their antient Diſtine- 
tion, commercial Princes. | | CEO 18 


As the Returns of inferior Shopkeepers are but ſmall, they 
often have Recourſe to Artifice and Subterfuge for Subſiſtence 
—Deſeftive Weights-SMUGGEED GOODS, and falſe 
Charges. The middle and lower Ranks ſuffer incredibly. A 
momentary Credit induces them to open an Account, for 

which Indulgence they pay more than I dare aſſert, leſt my 
| Veraeity thould be queſtioned, But the exorbitant Charge is 
in a Degree unavoidable, for the petty Retailer purchaſes of a 
Man in. a. more reſpeQable Situation—this Man 1s ſerved by 
one of ſtill greater ReſpeQability—he has obtained Credit 
from the Wholeſale Dealer—who is ſupplied by the Merchant. 
or Manufacturer. Thus Profits are multiplied on Profits, and 
the lower Orders of the Community finally diſcharge an Im- 
po beyond any levied by the State. But this is not all. 

he Loſſes which the Manufacturer, Importer, and Wholefale 
Dealer ſuſtains from the innumerable Bankruptcies of thoſe 
petty Tradeſmen, not only compel them to advance their 


Goods to the Public at large, but thoſe LOSSES. though tri- 


fling in Abſtract, accumulate in a converging Series, and ulti- 
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mately depreſs the Energy of the Nation itſelf. Now a ju- 
dicious Shop Tax will gradually and effeually remedy the 
Evils above ſlated; 3 conſequen:ly will be a Bleſſing to 
the Commonwealth. The Conſumption of Imports and Ma- 
nufactures will be preciſely the ſame, whether the Public are 


ſupplied by a large a or ſmall Number of Shopkeepers. But if 


the Number be reduced rural Induſtry will be promoted, Bank- 
ruptcies leſs frequent, Smuggling materially affected, the Bu- 
ſineſs of regular Tradeſmen enlarged,. and Indigence and Anx- 
iety will be ſucceeded by Tranquility and Affluence. I am 
confident, every Man who has a Capital ſufficient to juſtify his 
Engagements, will have Cauſe to rejoice in the Succeſs of the 
Act, which, perhaps, he now reprobates. The Tax impoſed 


on Lottery Office Keepers was beyond Example great and 


alarming; yet that very Tax, with the Alfiſtance of the late 
ſalutary Regulations, has rendered the Bulinefs at once re- 
ſpectable and productive. Aſk Wenham, Hazard, or Ri- 
chard/on his Opinion on this Subject, and he will anſwer 
Our Bufineſs was once infamous. A Set of unprincipled 
Men plundered the unſuſpecting, and brought it into great 
Diſgrace. In Proportion as the Numbers increaſed, our Profits 
were diminiſhed. The Legitlatnre at length interfered, and 
by a ſevere, but neceſſary Meaſure gave us effettual Relief. 


The Citizens, believe me, my Lord Commiſſioner, will one 


Day view Things in the ſame Point of Light. Further—but | 
the Subject is too grave, I fear, to be agreeable. Iwill only 
prevent your Lordſhip's Queſtion, as to the Counſel I might 
give Mr. Pitt on the Occaſion, and then diſmils it. | 


. SE PRETYMAN now rells from his Labours. But 


_ thePremier's Averſion from the Sex, precludes all Hopes of his 


naming Caſſandra to ſucceed him. He dreads my Diſpleaſure. 
His Tax on Mazds— an unproductive Tax I am ſure it muſt be 
—fils him with Apprehenſion. But your Lordſhip's Quel- 
tion is, how would I adviſe him to ad. I would ſay, the 
City-of London is no mean City. A wiſe Miniſter will pay 
the ſincereſt Regard to the Advice of it's Citizens. He will 
even . be indulgent to their Frailties, ſor the Sake of their 
Virtues. - And conſider their Opinions as a Teſt of the Purity, 
if not the Policy, of his Conduct. They fometimes err in 
Speculation, but they are invanably juſt in Sentiment. 
Power is with the Monarch, Wiſdom with the Peers, but Vir— 
tue, faid Blackſtone, dwells with the People. I would then. 


add, if you repeal the Act you will oblige the Citizens; if you 


enforce it, you will benefit the Natzon. By the Citizens, we 
e f are 


1 
eſent Occaſſon, to underſtand the great and 


. 


are not, on the 
opulent Body of Merchants and Bankers, nor the Factors and 
Wholeſale Dealers, but the Shopkeepers, my Lord; and, if 
they are injured, they are entitled to Redreſs. | 


Addiſon, when in Office, would not remit his Fees even 
to his moſt intimate Friendſhips. Five hundred Guineas, ſaid 
he, are of little Importance when diſtributed among five hun- 


= dred People; but they are of eſſential Service to an Indivi- 


dual. If we plead, that the Fees of Marriage are enden 
I fear it will be urged in Reply, that the Aggregate of thoſe 
inſignificant Fees will be of national Importance. | 


On the: firſt Bluſh of the Buſineſs, it appears impolitic to 
levy any Contributions on the loweſt Orders of Society, at 
their Entrance into a State of Expence ; but on the Principle 
on which they ſubſcribe to Lottery Clubs, and to Benefit Socie- 
ties, on that very Principle, the Nation might be relieved from 
the Poor-Rates, and a ſmall Proviſion made towards alleviating 
the public Burden at their Marriage. | 


It is impoſſible to form an exadt Eſtimate; but we may 
ſafely conclude, that the Sum on the following Scale of Con- 
tribution would be immenſe. | | | 
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This Tax would be, in a Senſe, optional. A poor Man 
might rank, if he pleaſed, as a Tradeſman; a Tradeſman as a 
Gentleman; and the Gentleman might emulate Men of Dis- 
tinction and Fortune. And we may ſafely leave them, my 
Lord, to the Influence of VANITY. To aid that Influence, 
the Regiſter might be publiſhed weekly in the C_ Papers. 
We are obliged to acknowlege Marriage a CIVIL CON. 
TRACT, becauſe our inſpired Reformers reprobated the Pa- 
piſtical Notion of it's being a Sacrament. But civil Contracts 
ought to be enrolled by the civil Magiſtrate. 


But ah, my Lord—the End of Matrimony No Prieſt to 
talk „ about it, Goddeſs, and about it!“ To ſpeak of Pro- 
creation and Comfort To unfold the Myſteries of the Mar- 
riage Bed !-—Infſufferable, _ inſufferable; How will 

Rs | | | the 
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the hapleſs Virgin know the Deſtination of her Sex ?-—The 


illuſtrious Barbarian indeed replies, leave her to the Tuition of 
ber Mother Eve. Again, my Lord, and J 1mplore your moſt 


ſerious Attention, how. ſweet. to witneſs the Interchange of 
plighted Troth! When blooming May leads the antiquated 
January to the Altar, how edifying to hear the tender Accents 
of Love faulter on his aged Lips! To hear him declare, in 


the venerable Simplicity of our moſt Holy Service, with my 


—Body—I thee worſhip, and with all—my worldly Goods 
thee endow, and ſorſaling all others—1 will—keep to. thee 
alone, and comfort thee, and cheriſi thee, till Death—us 
do part! Now I aſk your Lordihip, in ſerious Solemnity, 
will the paltry Addition of half a Million to the Revenue 
compenſate this great, national Calamity. No, my Lord, the 
Chancellor's. Project muſt be reſiſted by all the Art, Elo- 
quence, and Inſpiration of the Bench. The Sex will alſo 


2 defend their own Privileges. We are too fond of 
being 1doli 
Holy Church has declared we are entitled to it, and we inſiſt 


zed to reſign our Claim to Bodzly-Worſhp. Our 
on the due Performance both in Sacrifice, and Praiſe. 


TO. SUBVERT A TYRANNY TOO GRIEVOUS TO 


BE ENDURED.) I have no Scale to meaſure the Demerits 
of our vindictive Caſuiſt. Not ſatisfied with expoſing us to 


the Shafts of Ridicule, he now meditates the Overthrow of 
our moſt holy Diſcipline. Mr. Baſtard (one of the County 
Members) lately enumerated ſeveral Inſtances of Ecclefiaſt- 
cal Oppreſſion in Devonſhire. Great was the Aſtoniſhment 
and Indignation of the Houſe. For they were enſnared into a 
Belief of a Tranſaction, which never exiſted. The Aſſertions 
happily were not credited by the Multitude. The Facts which 


Mr. Baſtard tated ere ſo tranſcendently weak and wicked, ſo 


remote from the Poſſibilities of Chriſtian Life, and ſo groſs an 
Indignity to the ſacred Privileges of Engliſhmen, that they 
naturally ſuppoſe it to be an Extract from ancient Hiſtory. The 
Picture is charged with ſuch Deformities, they turn from it. 


with Horror, and wonder at what Period of the World human 


Depravity was ſo de praved. 


Indeed, my Lord, to rake up the Aſhes, of long departed 
Love, and imbitter the laſt Moments of the unhappy Survivor 
{were it true) would be too bad. As it is not an Action, but a 
Series of Actions which conſtitute a Character, ſo not an un- 
guarded Emotion, but the moral Approbation of the Heart 


conſlitutes a Crime. I admit, in the Language of our Holy 


Church 
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Church, they ſinned ;. but did they not make Atonement at 
your AA | | 


Mr. Baſtard's Complaint of Proſecutions for premature 
Birth, merits your Lordſhip's Attention. The Period of Li- 
mitation, now in Uſe, is by no Means an unerring Standard of 
Deciſion. The Evidence of Hippocrates is reſpectable, Ame. 


dc ae Je lee. 1 cannot refer your Lordſhip to the Page, 


as I quote from Memory. Aulus Gellius ſpeaks to the ſame 
Purport : eg. & Ing J abe ⁰ x11TCe©O- fo, multa Opinio ſuit, 
eaque jam pro vero recepta, ſummum eſſe Finem Hominem 
gignendi, decem Menſes non incæptos, SEX EXACTOS, 
But I need not appeal to remote Authority. - I myſelf have 
witneſſed the Baptiſm of an Infant exactly ſix Months from 
the Period of Traduction. Had the Union been ſolemnized 
only fix Months before Parturition, notwithſtanding the natu- 
ral Candor of my Temper,” I thould have ſuſpetted, I fear, 
ſomething like ANTICIPATION. But this was a grave Ma- 
tron, my Lord; no Novice, I aſſure you; but one admirably 
well {killed in that Species of Computation, | 


I remember a melancholy Inſtance in which the Authority 
of our Holy Church wes abuſed as an Engine of private Re. 
ſentment. A Farmer, in the Diocels of Lincoln, died and left 
an only Child. She had little elſe than Beauty and an amia- 
ble Mind to conduct her through Lite. A neighbouring Gen- 
tleman omitted no Plea, no Stratagem to poſſeſs her Charms, 
But ſhe had Virtue, and, above all, the was not at her own Dil- 
poſal. A Youth, whoſe Family once lived in Dignity and 
Affluence, had made a deep Impreſhon on her Heart. His 
Patrimony, indeed, was ſmall, but he was adlive and enter- 
prizing. The Lovers pittured in their fond Imaginations a 
thouſand Scenes of Felicity, which they were never deſtined 
to realize. He beautified his rural Abode, flocked a Farm, 
and then folemrizzed his Attachment at the Altar. In ſix 
Months, in Conſequence of unuſual Fatigue, the Infant 
Stranger viſied this World of Woe. The abandoned Rival 
_ eagerly ſeized the Opportunity of ſatiating his Luft and Re- 
_ venge. He inſtuuted a Proceſs in our. Holy Court—bearraſſed 
the innocent Youth, and branded his Wife with Intamy. It was 
not in their Power to prove ſo extraordinary a Negauve as our 
Holy Laws required; nor to diſcharge the Penance impoſed 
for the Good of their Souls. The } Huſband was, therefore, 
ordered to REPENT IN A GOAL. The Wretch now pro- 
miſed himſelf an eaſy Victory. Liberty to her Huſband, and 
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Reſtoration to their Farm were offered, but rejected with in- 
effable Diſdain by the BRITISH LUCRETIA. Cruelty and 
Oppreſſion were then reiterated till Exiſtence and Senſibility 
alone remained the reſt is unutterable. At length ſhe died, 
and left her Huſband in a Priſon, and her Inſant to the 
Mercies of the World ;—and every tender Heart exclaimed, . 
On nen of ALBION awake, why does thy Vengeance 
um $5 . | ; e N ? | 


I need not have Recourſe, my Lord, to prophetic Viſion 
to determine the Part, which our illuſtrious Offender will 
choole, when thoſe Complaints are before your Houſe. If your 
Lordſhip be apprehenſive of his taking the Ground of com- 
mon Law quod facts per alterum, facis per teipſum, I adviſe 
that our Advocate be ſent to Sir Wilkam Dolben for Inſtruc- 
tions : for when the above Maxim was urged in the Commons, 
Sir William, with a zeal which did him the higheſt Honor, 
ſhewed the - Inſufficiency of the Plea, by proving that your 
Lordſhips have no Concern in the-eccldfabical Courts, not- 
withſtanding the Officers of thoſe Courts are in. your Lord- 
ſhips' Appointment. The Felicity of this Argument would 
be apparent, had we time to put a Biſhop, as a corporate Ca- 
pacity, into a Courſe of negative Abſtraction. | 


His Reſponſibility as a ſpiritual Vice Roy we may readily 
admit. The Souls of the Dioceſs are committed to his CEco- 
nomy and Protection, and they will all be required at his 
Hands; becauſe the ſubordinate Prieſthood a& by his Influ- 
ence. He beſtows on them ſuch a Meaſure of the Holy 
Ghoſt, as he deems requiſite to preach the Goſpel, regenerate 
Infants, and abſolve the Penitent. Theſe Gifts and Graces 
he imparts at Ordination to the moſt diſſipated Students, from a 
benevolent Purpoſe of beſtowing the Holy Ghoſt. on thoſe, who 
moſt require it. It has been profanely intimated, indeed, by an 
eminent Apoſtate, that the Impoſition of the Biſhop's Hand, 
like the Sop given to Judas, is only a Signal for the Devil to 
enter. I hope Mr. Horn does not ſpeak from Experience. 
But indeed, my Lord, if we eſtimate their Inſpiration by their 
Doctrines, and the Purity of their Hearts by their Practice, 
we muſt- conclude, that the Spirit, which enters into many 
of our Miniſters, is like that which entered into the Herd of 
Swine—it leaves the Heart as it found it, and only accelerates 
Deſtruction. The Holy Ghoſt is a ſpiritual CAUSE, and al- 
ways produces a ſpiritual EFFECT—Lzfe, Love, and Obedi- 


ence, 
e We 
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We now come to that ſubtle Diſcrimination of Character, 
which Sir William had in View, when he ſo ably vindicated 
the Dignity of the Mitre. I have already obſerved, that your 
Lordſhips anxiouſly deſire to be exempted from a temporal 
Concerns, and, in Conformity to the Practice of the Apoflles, 
to give yourſelves up to Prayer, and to preaching the Ward x. 
Your Services as Lords of Parliament are, however, necel- 
ſary to the Operations of the Government, and you are ſtill em- 
barraſſed with the Care of your Temporalities; yet the Diſci- 

pline of the People, we muſt contend, has devolved into other 
Hands it is a regular Code, adminiſtered by proper Officers. As 

to the Facts of which Mr. Baſtard complains, they are, you may 

add, in your Speech, in a queſtionable Shape—not regularly 
. before the Houſe—you cannot ſpeak io them—you know No: 
thing of the Matter — never heard a Syllable of the Affair till 
the preſent Moment—it, may be an Impoſition on the worthy 
Commoner's Philanthropy — the Allegations are not ſub- 
ſtantiated. If any criminal Practices appear on Evidence, 
noble Lords may depend on the moſt cordial Concurrence of 
Bench. As far as regards the Miniſtry of the Word, and the 
holy Ordinances of the Church, ſpiritual Lords hold themſelves 
anſwerable for all Events. They are virtually preſent in every 
Part of their Dioceſs, and tranſact all ſpiritual: Concerns by 
the mediate Operations of the Holy Ghoſt. Nor can thoſe 
Operations be reduced to a Syſtem, or be ſubject to vulgar 
Controul. The Biſhops are the Conlervators of the divine 
Power, and conſequently amenable to—GOD. In Relation to 
eccleſiaſtical Courts, it is a plain Dictate of Reaſon there can 
be no Reſponſibility in the Bench: it is a uniform Proceſs en- 
forced by common Law—no. divine Power is delegated—the 
Judges and ſubordinate Officers act only from a CARNAL 
Spirit—the Diſcipline of the People is no eſſential Mode of 
the holy Office—it originated in the Tyranny and Superſtition 
ol Popery, and it would be the higheſt Injuſtice in noble 
Lords to cenſure the Bench for Tranſactions in which they 
have no Concern. _ | | 117 


This ingenious Defence will be as a Shield to protect 
your Lordſhips from the Calumny and Aſperſions of the pro- 
tane Peers. And yet, my Lord, I have a painful Preſenti- 
ment of the Chancellor's captious Aſſumption from the Pre- 
miſes, He will certainly avail himſelf of Mr. Baflard's Com- 
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| 22 in order to ſubvert our holy Diſcipline. It is the only 


efuge in which he can hope to ſhelter himſelf from our uſt 
Diſpleaſure. Our Attempt to exculpate ourſelves will be a dan- 
gerous Weapon in his Hands. Wrapt into Futurity, I now be- 
hold the royal Caſuiſt, with the Terrors of his Brow ſoftened 
by conſcious Victory, riſe, meaſure five Paces from the Wool- 


| ſack, and thus addreſs tne Houſe——1 am happy the learned 
Prelate has fo clearly demonſtrated the Injuſtice of imputing 


the Enormities of eccleſiaſtical Courts to ſpiritual Lords. The 
Houſe is now in Poſſeſſion of bright and determinate Concep- 
tions of epiſcopal Power. His Lordſhip, with a Candor which 
does him infinite Honor, has acknowledged the Diſcipline of 
thoſe Courts to be only an adventitious Mode of Prelacy, and 
by no Means neceſſary to the great, fpiritual Purpoſes of its 
Inſtitution. His Lordſhip was pleaſed to add zu /o many plain 
words, that the Laws and Economy of the ſaid Courts were 


totally independent on the Authority of the Biſhops, Now 1t 


is unneceſſary to remind noble Lords, that the Court of King's 


Bench is the legal Cuſtos Morum of the People; and that by 


the Statute of the firſt of Edward the fixih; the firſt and 


.. eighteenth of Elizabeth; the third of James the firſt; and the 


twenty-ninth of Charles the Second, with ſeveral others, ſuit- 
able Puniſhments are enacted for the Offences of which the 
ſaid Courts take Cognizance. But it is a palpable Soleciſm 
in civil Policy for two Courts, diſſimilar in Principle and Prac- 


| tice, to exerciſe a concurrent Juriſdiction. Noble Lords, there- 


the unanimous Approbation of the ſpiritual Lords. 


ſore will ſee the Wiſdom of the Amendment, and totalh 


aboliſh the Juriſdiction of eccleſiaſtical Courts, except in Adul- 
tery and teſtamentary Cales. Reſervation in the former In- 
{tance is neceſſary; for though it be the Prerogative of this 
Houſe to grant Divorces à Vinculo Matrimonu, yet the Deli- 
cacy and e noble Lords will not admit the Prærequi— 
ſites to be aſcertained at this Bar. I flatter myſelf the Bill 
will be one of the moſt popular ever paſſed by this illuſtrious 
Aſſembly. It will deliver the People ſrom the Terrors of a 


Proteſtant Inquiſition, reſtore them to their favorite Trial by 


Jury, and be doubly grateful to every Order in Socie 
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PHE public Attention, my Lord, is fully occupied by the 
T projected Repeal of the Teſt Act the Treaty of Com- 
merce with France che Conſolidation of the Cuſtoms—and 


the Impeachment of Mr. Haſtings. I will take the Liberty 
of ſpeaking a Word to each Particular. | „ 


5 1 entreat your Lordſhip to believe me, 1 am neither by 


Birth, nor Education, a DISSENTER. Yet I ſhould be 


happy if my Engagements would permit me to ſtate at large 

the diverſified Abſurdities of religious TESTS. In the pre- 
{ent Inſtance, to compel thoſe, who both in Lip and Heart 
emphatically abjure Popery, and demean themſelves with the 
utmoſt Loyalty to the Prince, and Obedience to the Laws, to 
compel, I ſay, this Deſcription of Citizens to a Communion, 
which in CONSCIENCE they cannot approve, is impolitic 
abſurd, and cruel. Upon my Honor, my Lord, I am not 
able to diſcern any other Tendency of this intolerant Spirit, 
than an Increaſe of the diſaffected, and a general Abhorrence 
of the Eſtabliſhment. _ | 9 85 


To defeat the modeſt, and very equitable Appeal of our 
diſſenting Brethren, an obſolete Treatiſe, written by Biſhop 
Sherlock, is brought forward to View. I wiſh it were univer- 
lally read; for by a ſtrange Mode of Confirmation, it eſta- 


bliſhes the Truth it endeavoured to ſubvert. - It is, indeed, a 


poor Attempt to contradict Conviction. Weigh it, my Lord, 
in the Balance of Reaſon, and you will find it lighter than Va- 
nity. It is the Nonſenſe of Popery ſublimated by the tran- 
ſcendent Genius of a Biſhop into a Nonentity. For after all 


his licentious Aſſumption of Principles, which never exiſted, 


and his Suppoſition of Qualities, which have no Reference to 
the Point in Debate, what is the Reſult? An identical Pro- 
polition, and a ſagacious Concluſion the Church of England 


. 


is the Church of England, and therefore you ought to belong 


(40) 


Pray, my Lord, if you ſend a Card of Compliments to a_ 
Papiſt, and requeſt him to take a Glaſs of Wine, and a Cruſt 
i of Bread in'St. James's Square, do you thence, infer his Con- 
| verſion from Popery? Certainly not, Caſſandra; but ſup- 

| poſe I conſecrate the Bread and Wine at the Altar? Your 
| _ Lordſhip muſt be in Orders, before you can tranſmute a Cruſt 
— - of Bread into the Body of Chriſt. Your Sacrament and your 
| - Civility will have equal Influence with his CONSCIENCE. 


2 — — — ” — — 
1 2 | . . 8 — 
— B . IS wg he > — LE es 
. — 8 — 2 5 * * * 
— 3 ye — 


The Caſe is much the ſame with our Articles. They are 
highly Calviniſtical. Now it is not always in our Power to 
controul Opinion: ſubjective Certainty correſponds to objec- 
tive Evidence. But all who enter into Holy Orders are either 
Calviniſts, or PERJURED. And fince none but your Lord- 
ſhips, and a few more Clergymen preach Prædeſtination, the 
Influence of the Holy Spirit, and the Doctrine of the Croſs, 
muſt we not conclude, that Sabſcription deters conſcientious 
Men, and admits unprincipled Knaves? What profound 
Maſters of the human Heart were our inſpired Reformers! 
They ſuppoſed Men of the moſt corrupt Principles would be 
governed by the Dictates of the pureſt Conſcience ! | 


' But, my Lord, I have an Argument ad Verecundiam. , I 
have been informied of a Man, who adminiſtered the Sacra- 
ment to an ASS, And 1 have heard of one, who robed a 
1 Monkey, and requeſted him to * /ay Grace.“ This Perſon 
. is ſtiled, by a polite Figure of Speech, a Nobleman. He 
| laughs at the Bible, makes a Jeſt of our deareſt Hopes, and iſ 
1 would, if his Fears permitted him, make a Jeſt of Deity: for 
| the carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God. The Text you may 

I find in St. Paul's to the Romans—the Comment is in Hert- 
'F ford Street. Were this Man appointed firſt Lord of the Ad- 

358 miralty, would the Biſhop of Oxford adminifter the Teſt? 
If he did, 1 ſhould be happy to fee the Biſhop of Oxford un-] 

frockt for his Servility. Fond as Women are of Baubles, | 
would lay a thouſand Mitres at the Feet of my 8 ra- 
ther than inſult my God, But, my Lord, are the Majority 
of thoſe who qualify according to Law,” beiter qualified in 
the evangelical Senſe of the Word, than his Lordſhip to com- 
memorate the molt awful, and infinitely the moſt glorjous 
Event, which the Sun ever did, or will behold ? Do their 
Hearts atteſt the Language of their Lips, when they thus ad- 
dreſs Almighty God, the Father of the adorable Lord Jeſus, 
who is the Maker of all Things, and the Judge of all Men— 
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« we acknowlege and bewail our manifold Sins and Wicked- 
% neſs; we do EARNESTLY 'REPENT, and are heartil 
« ſorry for theſe our Miſdoings; the Remembrance of them is 
66 grievous; the BURDEN INTOLERABLE!” ToyourHeart, 
my Lord Biſhop, and anſwer me like a Man, and a Chriftian. 
You know it is only SOLEMN MOCKERY; and in an Age 
like the preſent; I am aſtoniſhed ſuch Folly, ſuch Impiety 
ſhould find an Advocate! To adminiſter the Sacrament to an 
Aſs was a Refinement not on the Iniquity, but the Folly of 
our Practice. An Aſs is a Creature—an honeſt, uſeful Crea- 
ture—and an Aſs, my Lord, once ſpoke by 1n/prration. 


„ ++ * 


As to the Treaty, my Lord Commiſſioner, it is now the Part 
of a good Citizen to leave it to its contingent Operations. It 
ſeems indeed- to be the popular Sentiment, that no Union 
of Force. or Intereſts can be durable, from the reciprocal 
Antipathy of the Rival States; and many Politicians cons 
ceive we have embarked in a perilous Voyage of Speculation, 


Commons, from the moſt authentic Documents that could 
be obtained, that former Treaties were -decidedly againſt 
Great Britain, the Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe, and 
declared it was © notorious the Prohibitions were begun on 
the Part of France, for their Merchants were convinced the 
Trade was greatly in our Favor.” This was unfortunate. It 
proved too much, If the Treaty be againſt us, our Com- 
merce will ſuffer: if it be favourable, our great and good 


Ally will not permit us to reap the Advantage. But Recipro- 


aty? Impoſſible. | 


This Breach of national Faith indeed is of antient Date. Their 
ſubſequent Conduct plainly ſhews, that we may now repoſe the 
utmoſt Confidence in their Friendſhip. They have uniformly 
fought our Battles, appeaſed our Colonies, and-cemented our 
beſt Alliances. And what ought to remove all Suſpicion, 
Lord Stormont pledged his Honor as a Peer, that the French 
Court profeſſed the moſt ardent and affeftionate Regard to 
our Intereſts, at the very Moment the Preſervation of the 
State compelled. them to commence Hoſtilities, and diſ- 
patch Veſſels of War to every Quarter of the Co With 
ſuch Reluctance, ſaid the noble Viſcount, did they interrupt 

i e i 0 | even 


in which the utmoſt that can be hoped is the negative Re- 
compenſe of eſcaping Ruin. For when it was proved in the 
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| (a) 
even for a Moment the antient Harmony of the Crowns! It 
1s true, my Lord Hawkeſbury has lately attempted to demon- 
ſtrate, that they © are a perfidious People, and that the Spirit 
* of their Laws contradifs their Treaties *.” But this is Ca- 
lumny. The noble Lord ought not to ſuffer his Reſentments to 
the Treaty to weaken his Attachments to Truth. The Eſpouſ- 
als are nearly ſolemnized. The enraptured Parties only wait 
for your Lordſhips' Benediftion of the genial Bed. They 
will then conſummate their unfiniſhed Loves, and may Peace 
and Proſperity be the Pledges of their Union. Some indeed 
may deem our golden Fleece too coſtly a Paraphernalia for 
the Gallic Bride, and others may inſiſt, that her Spirit for In- 
trigue is a ſure Preſage of a ſpeedy Divorce, but I repeat it 
with Energy, we ought not to ſow Diſſenſions between the 


illuſtrious Lovers, but leave thoſe, whom the Miniſter has 


joined together, to put themſelves aſunder F They will 
agree very well, I dare ſay, at leaſt during the Honey-Moon. 
I am intereſted in the Fortunes of Mr. Pit, for I love my 
Country. And I am happy, therefore, to hear him declare, 
that he claims no Praiſe from this commercial Arrangement. 
It would be a poor Compliment to Lord Chatham, to ſuppoſe 


he had no determinate Meaning, when he ſaid, Behind the 


Throne, there is an Influence greater than the Throne itſelf. 
This Influence—quocunque Nomine gaudet—often preſides 
in Council. The preſent Reign is indebted to it for the moſt 


| ſplendid Pages of it's Hiſtory. And, if I am not deceived in 


it's Features, the TREATY is an Offspring of this dark but 


prolific Intercourſe. 


* Jenkinſon's collection of Treaties. 


+ It is undeniably the Opinion of a conſiderable Part of the Kingdom, that 
the Treaty will be fatal to our landed, funded, and commercial Intereſts. Mr. 
Walker has ſtated ſome alarming Facts. The Manner in which Mr. Wedgwood 
has controverted this Statement, has greatly increaſed the public Apprehenſion. 
The former Gentleman, it ſeems, charged the latter with a Contradiction, in 
depoſing that the Smuggling of Pottery was impracticable; and afterwards al- 
ſerting, that no Prohibition, however ſtrong, would be able to prevent the Ad- 
miſſion into foreign Kingdoms. Mr. Wedgwood ſays in Anſwer, © I did not 
© allude nay erin, e when I ſaid, that no Prohibition, however ſtrong, could 
4% prevent the Admiſſion of Goods into foreign Kingdoms; and I now aſſure 
4 you, Sir, I could, with equal Eaſe, anſwer all your Objections.“ Now it much 
ſurpaſſes the Powers of my poor Underſtanding to comprehend the Force of 
this Reply. I am not able to conceive how contraband Goods can be introduced 
into a Country according to Lato: but if they are introduced contrary to Law, is it 
not Smuggling ? Perhaps Mr. Wedgwood alludes to a circuitous Channel. But 
this is Smuggling, with the Addition of Perjury, He ought certainly to explain 


_ himſelf, in Juſtice to his Cauſe : for when he advances this Achillean Argument, 


and triumphantly boaſts, that he can, with Eaſe, produce a thouſand more, 
Men are apt to ſmile with Contempt, and exclaim, Ex uno diſcite omnia! 


I may 


1 

I may, however, be 1 to expreſs my Surprize at 
the Conduct of the Marquiſs of Paradox. He knew the 
Treaty © contained” many IMPORTANT * Omiſſions.“ 
But he did not communicate this Intelligence to the Miniſter. 
He knew the Treaty © contained” many UNPARDONABLE 
« Omiſhons,” and yet he role to give it his“ hearty and au- 
dible Support.” Does the Marquiſs, or the Miniſter, my 
Lord, merit Impeachment? Perhaps his Lordſhip's Reply tp 
the Maſter-General of the Ordnance is a Solution of the Quef- 
tion. © You wrote to me on the Buſineſs, but I declined an 
„ Anſwer.” The noble Marquils, it ſeems, knew the pro- 
jected Fortificatious were abſurd, and greatly to be reproba- 
ted; yet when politely requeſted to communicate his Opinion, 
he had no Opinion to offer on the Subject! Do me the Ho- 
nor, my Lord, to preſent my ReſpeRts to this myſterious Man, 
and aſk him whether he hoped, by his Silence, to ruin the 
Country, or to diſgrace the Duke of Richmond? His Mind, 
he ſays, is again pregnant—ſeveral important Ideas are float- 
ing in Embryo—when his Imagination has ripened them into 
Exiſtence, he will exhibit them tp the Houſe; provided it be 
too late for Miniſters to avail themſelves of his Remarks. 
After all, his Lordſhip is a valuable Member of Society. He 
poſſeſſes a Liberality, a Charity of religious Sentiment, that 

veils a Multitude of political Frailties. | 


+ + + + + + 


To conſolidate the Cuſtoms is a Meaſure of obvious Uti- 
lity, Mr. Burke's Encomium on the Miniſter's Plan, is a 
Compliment to his own Underſtanding. And as ſimple 
Energies are preferable to a Syſtem of complicated Powers, 
I ſhould rejoice to ſee all our multiform Reſources ſimplified. 
Among other Meaſures, I would recommend a Reformation 
in the Management of the Poor. The PARISH is an Aſy- 
lum for Indolence and Vice. Every Pauper in the Kingdom 
ought to contribute to a public Fund, as a Proviſion againſt 


Neceſſaries of Life, and working Men, who have Families, 
exempted from every Species of Impoſt. CELIBACY ought 
to be a grand Source of Revenue. A Man, who has a Wife 
and five or fix Children, contributes (if we properly eſtimate 
Population, and the Conſumption of exciſeable Goods) eight 
Times more Energy to the State than the Bachelor. Auguſtus 


2 © Was 


old Age. The Exciſe ſhould be gradually removed from the 


1 
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was ſenſible of this great political Truth. It was ordained by 

the Lex Julia, amended and enlarged by the Conſuls, A. 762, 
that a married Candidate for public Honors, ceter:s paribus, 
ſhould: be preferred to a Bachelor that a Magiſtrate ſhould 
take Precedence according to the Number of his Children— 
and a Citizen be excuſed from Offices and Impoſts, when his 
Family was increaſed, to the Number- ſpecified by. Law, A 
ſimilar Rule obtained in Sparta. It's Influence on Morals and 
Population needs no Comment. | | 


Such, indeed, are the indigenous Reſources of this Queen 
ol Ifles, that were 1 called forth and applied, we 

might ſoon attain the Zemth of our Glory. The Viciſſitudes 
of the World, and the Revolutions of Ages will never affect 
| our inſular Situation. Britannia rules the Waves will proba- 
| bly be echoed from our Shores, till Heroes and Senators are 
| \ no more, and all, which this mortal Fabric contains, paſs into 
eternal Oblivion. - 


OSS + ++ + 


| - Lam not the Advocate of Mr. Haſtings. 1 hope the im- 
| perial Authority of Parliament will in him exhibit to the eaſt- 
ern World our Abhorrence of Injuſtice. Where the Standard 
of Albion is planted, it conſecrates the Soil to Freedom, If 
the meaneſt Slave be wantonly oppreſſed, I would extort ten- 
fold Agonies from the Oppreſſor's Heart. F 


The Conduct of Mr. Pitt on the Occaſion is ſuperior to 
Eulogium. It is worthy his hereditary Virtues. He is now in 
the full Enjoyment—and long may he deſerve to enjoy—the 


1 of Men of Virtue, and the Confidence of the 
eople. e . 


But let us not follow the Example which we condemn. 
The Doctrine of Retribution is applicable to Services, as well 
| as to Crimes. To the bold and decided Meaſures of Mr. 
1 Haſtings, we are indebted, it is ſaid, for our Trade and Ex- 
iſtence in India. But brilliant and ſucceſsful Enterprizes are 

no Apology for Oppreſſion. He is—but I will not embitter 
| his Humiliation by Reproach. 


| At the Time Mr. Haſtings was eſtabliſhing our Dominion 
| and extending our Commerce in the Ea, the domeſtic — 
| : RR | miſter 
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niſter was waſting' our Treaſures, deſtroying our Commerce,” 
and diſmembring our Empire in the Wet. In that very 
Houſe, where Mr. Haſtings is now under Impeachment, it 
was ſaid, that the Weſtern War was commenced in Folly, con- 
ducted in Cruelty, and completed in Ignominy. That we 
deluged America in civil Blood, carried Fire and Deſolation 
through its Provinces, and made 1t an Habitation of Sorrow, 
a Land of Orphans and Widows. And yet that Miniſter 


* * * * * * 


Theſe, my Lord Biſhop, are the chief Topics of preſent 
Diſquiſition. But I will aver, without Apology or Reſerve, 
that they are not more intimately combined with the Dignity 
and beſt Intereſts of the Nation, or more worthy the enlight- 
ened Policy of the Age, than the Regulations intimated in«the 
preceding Pages. Go to the Houſe, I moſt humbly entreat 
you, and aſſiſt in carrying them into Effect. Go, convince 
the World, you are not a Roman, but a Proteſtant Biſhop— + 
finiſh your Career, my Lord, in Glory, and embalm your 


Name in the Affections of your Country. 
I remain, my LoRD, 55 
' Your Lordſhip's mol obedient, 
And 43 | 
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n- has given me the greateſt Concern, that I could not 
& preſent your Lordſhip with a printed Copy of this Letter 
by the Time appointed at our laſt Interview. An Accident 

detained the 1 from the Preſs upwards of three 
Weeks. But I am conſoled, in ſome Meaſure, for the Delay, 
by the Opportunity it has afforded me of canvaſling the 
Sentiments as well of Opponents. as Partizans. The former 
cenſure, without Mercy, my Attachments to the Mitre, and 
openly aſſert, that I am a Biſſiop in Diſguiſe. How flattering, 


my Lord, are ſuch indirect Encomiums! Our Enemies in- 


tend a Stigma, but they plant a Laurel! As to the Friends of 


our Holy Church, it would be unpardonable even in a Fe- 
male to detail their Applauſe. They are enraptured at my 


- Reſolution, and do me the Honor to ſay, that I have not 


left the Chancellor an Argument to countenance his Condutt, 
nor a Subterfuge to protect him from Puniſhment. But this 
Homage to my Zeal is uſually followed by a ſevere Reproof 
for my Strictures on the 1% At. I aſſured them, that thoſe 
Strictures had the fulleſt Approbation of your Lordſhip's 
Heart. But his Lordſhip's Conduct, they exclaimed! I re- 


5 plied, „the Max ims and Poſſibilities of real Life are no Rule 


of Controul to Inſpiration. The Acroatics of Epiſcopacy 


are of too illuſtrious an Origin to admit an Appeal to po- 


„ ſitive Syſtems, When CONSISTENCY is in Queſtion, 
„ you ought to ſpeak tenderly of a FU fe But in the 
« preſent Inſtance, Viſdom is openly juſtified of her Children. 


The Operations ad intra accord with the outward Deport- 
„ ment. The Repeal of the ſacramental Teſt would give 


“ infinite Pleaſure to the Biſhop of London: nor muſt a 
« be ſurprized if a Bill originate from that Quarter before 
% Parliament riſes. „ 5 


„ Caſſandra, ſaid his Lordſhip (when I called the other 
“% Day to make my uſual Enquiries) I rejoice I ſee you. 
« My Mind is greatly oppreſſed. You have heard the Fate 
« of Mr. Beaufoy's Motion? It has received a Negative, 1 

| | ; | a | 66 am 
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„„ As 


am told. It has, Caſſandra, to my great Regret. You 


alone are-in Poſſeſſion of my Sentiments on this Subject; 


for to you alone, of the whole Circle of my Friendſhips, 
do I unboſom mylelf without Reſerve. Yet 1 am not 


without my Fears leſt my Conduct in this Reſpect ſhould 
be reprehenſible. Simulation and Diſſimulation are odious 


at any Age, but in declining Life a Spirit of Accommoda- 
tion is abſolute Suicide. | | 


“ Antecedently to the grand Reformation, the Anceſtors 
of that Order of Citizens, whom we name Diſſenters, 
were, in common with the whole Kingdom, of the Ca- 
tholic Perſuaſion. At their Converſion from Popery, they 
were deſirous of forming a Syſtem of Worſhip 4 novo, 

not on tranſmitted Opinions, but on the pure Model of 
Inſpiration. From conſidering the Prieſt as a Demi- God, they 
purpoſed to degrade him into a Man of like Paſſions with 
themſelves. And the Biſhops, like the Prelates of Denmark, 
were to be only primi inter pares. But our Dignitaries 
were not of that 3 urn of Mind. The Supre- 
macy of the Pontiff they rejected the Pontificalia they 
reſerved. It was their Maxim, in medio tutiſſimus ibis. 


The next Step was to guard their Temporalities and Spi- 
ritualities from Invaſion. This was effected by diſſeminatin 


a Belief, that the CONSTITUTION and the CHURC 


were eſſentially united. This pious Fraud is attended with 
Succeſs, An honeſt Country Gentleman may be agitated 
to Madneſs, by a ſkilful Management of this Topic. You 
may work on his Simplicity till he believes, that the ſacra- 
mental Teſt renders a Subject loyal, while the Oath of Al- 
legiance prompts him to Rebellion that thoſe who do not 


turn to the Eaſt and kneel before the conſecrated Elements, 
have no Religion, no Idea of Law, Property, or Freedom 


that our Trade would decay, our Armies be defeated, our 


| Fleets captured, and the very Sun drop from his Orbit, if 
ſuch a Deſcription of Men were admitted into Power. 


« Length of Time has furniſhed us with another Argument 
INNOVATION. Now the Forms of the Conſtitution 
are ſacred: but a Plea of Precedent is uſually the Plea of 
Fools. And yet Lord North oppoſed the Repeal for Want 
of Precedent. He did ſo, Caſſandra, but you muſt make 
Allowances for his Lordſhip's Situation. He attempted 


** you know to reduce the Americans to an unprecedented Mode 
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« of Taxation, and he detached them from the-Empire. By 
to another Scheme, he loſt the Favor of his Sovereign. He 
& feels fore from his former Projects. They were ſo remarka- 


* bly unfucceſsful, that his Lordſhip is now become the deter-. 
40 


mined Enemy of Enterprize and Innovation. Nor is this 


„ an uncommon Revolution of Mind. Horace remarks it in 


« his Epiſtle ad Piſones. | 


— profeſſus grand:a turget, | 
Serpit humi tutus nimium Ant, 6m Procellæ. 


« Laws are deſigned to promote the Happineſs of civil 
Life: they ought to be reviſed, or repealed, according to 
« the Exigencies of the Commonwealth“. To demand a 
« Precedent is abſurd. By what Precedent did the Meſſiah 
« ſuperſede the Rites and Sacrifices of Moſes? Or Henry 
% emancipate his Kingdom from the Bondage of Rome? Or 


„Parliament vote the Throne vacant when James retired to 
„ the Continent? It is true, there is no Precedent on our 


* Journals for repealing the Teſt Act; whenever it is done, 
it will be a new Thing, an Innovation; but the proper 
15 Queſtion is, ought 2t to be repealed? Now I think it ought, 

aſſandra, for the firſt and moſt forcible of all Reaſons— 


„ REVERENCE TO ALMIGHTY GOD. 


The Obſervations in your Letter made a deep Impreſſion 
« on my Mind. But the Viſions of a ſubſequent Night 
filled me with the Reſolution of a Martyr. 1 had been 
„engaged in Meditation till Midriight—a Seaſon peculiarly 
% favorable to ſerious Thought—when Darknels veils the gay 
« Ilyfions of this. tranſitory Life, and leaves us at Leiſure to 
« be wile. I dreamt I was taking my accuſtomed Walk on 


„ yonder Terrace, when a ſudden but. moſt tremendous Con- 


„ yulſion of Nature overwhelmed me with Dread and Aſto- 
& niſhment. The Period, which the Qmnipotent had marked 
“ in his eternal Decrees, was at Hand. A Voice, that en- 


_ 4. compaſſed the Globe, proclaimed—TIME IS NO MORE! 


% In a Moment the Elements were diſſolved by fervent Heat, 
« the Heavens were folded up as a Veſture, and ſuch a 


Scene, Caſſandra, ſuch a Scene of Glory opened to my 
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„View, as Humanity cannot imagine, nor an Angel in hu- 
man Speech deſcribe! It demands the Language of Im- 
mortality in it's ſublimeſt Images and ſtrongeſt Energies. 
All that we call magnificent in this lower World, of Art 

or of Nature, the Light of Day, and the Grandeur of the 

„ nocturnal Heavens, if contraſted with the Profuſion of 

„ Wonders which adorn celeſtial Immenſity, are leſs than 

„ the Rays of a Taper oppoſed to the full Splendors of the 

« Sun. Man is Vanity, Caſſandra, and his preſent Habitation 

is only a Tomb. 


< I joined the Multitudes, who ſtood before the uncreated 
+ Glories of the Redeemer's Throne.—I had once an Hope in 
the tender Compaſſions of God, but it now forſook me. I 
attempted to withdraw, but it was impoſſible. My Con- 
ſcience began to reproach me bitterly. I have denied that 
awful Ae os before Man ; how can I eſcape the Doom 
of his perfidious Followers! My Torment became inſup= 
portable, when I ſaw his once ſuffering, but now triumphant 
« Martyrs, I hung my Head abaſhed, I would have given 
ten thouſand Worlds for the ſupreme Felicity of a DECIDED 
« MIND. At length the Divine Arbiter of the World aroſe. 
„% DEPART YE I heard no more. The 
% Agonies of my Soul awaked me from my Dream. | 


* ©. 
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By this heavenly Viſion—a: ſae T wag i Awg cgi I was 
induced to give the ſacramental Teſt a ſolemn Inveſtigation; 
« and I now hold it, Caffandra, in the deepeſt Abhorrence. 
„It is not only a Reproach to the Chriſtian Religion, but in- 
« jurious to the * Church it was intended to ſupport. It 
„ makes it odious for it's intolerant Spirit, without affording 
| © the ſlighteſt Security to it's Emoluments, or it's Honors. 
The Diſſenters, in Fact, are not deſirous of participating 
* thoſe Emoluments and Honors; they only aſk Permiſſion to 
« diſcharge public Duties without wounding the Conſcience. 
„ We have no Cauſe to apprehend Danger from a Member of 
Parliament, it ſeems, but a diſſenting Common Council mann 
may ſuppreſs our Reyenues, and ſubvert our Eſtabliſhment ! 


But the Folly of this Condudt is loſt in it's IMPIETY. The 
„ Athenians indeed uſed a Teſt for Magiſtracy ; but the Athe- 
„ nian Dolmaſia would be fatal in a Cry antiphraſtically 
„ ſtyled Chrifttan v. With us every Villain, who has Money 
to purchaſe, or a Friend to procure him an Appointment, 
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10 Bade a RTP Cavs For Virtue: and Ability in a NAME: 
„ But in what Name? Oh, Caſſandra, I am filled with In- 


„ dignation. The adorable Redeemer is the Maſter of the 
© Ceremonies* to uſher Deiſts and Atheiſts into Office! It 
15 JESUS whom our Laws have made the e n 


* of Perjury, of Blaſphemy, and Luft! 


& Ts it not ſufficiently degrading, Caſſandra, I ſuch Ne 
belong to the Church of Eng gland? Is it decent to compel. 
* them to claim Alliance 3 Cod? The only Way in which 
« they can honor the Croſs is -B TREADING IT UNDER 
« FOOT. To commemorate the Atonement is to eat and 
« drink their own Condemnation-—but Miniſters are Partakers of 


- # their Sins. For my Part, I will never more throw the Pearl 


* of Heaven before Swine ; nor da I deſpair of ſeeing ſuch 
« Impiety and Blaſphemy abrogated tor ever. 


* How FR your Lordſhip propoſe to effelt ſo important a 
* Revolution? Why, Caflandra, fas eſt etiam ab Hofte doceri; 


„ the Chancellor, you know, intends to ſhield himſelf from 


% our Reſeniments, by ſupporting Mr. Baſtard's Bill. The 
5 refrattory Lords are threatened with Citations, Now as the 
% Plea of the Majority in the Commons was—-Reverence for, 
« the Church, I will take Care they ſhall vindicate the Plea, by 


a regular Attendance on it's 5 Do you recollect 


* tlie Statutes of the 1ſt and 234 of Elizabeth, and the gd of 
« James the firit ? Yes, my : I entreat you to have 
* them inſlanily enforced. The Conſequence is obvious. But 
* is he not deemed a ****, who turns Informer? We cannot, 
„ wich any Propriety, Caffandra, call Men Raſcals for putting 
** Laws in Force, unleſs we intend to apply the lame Compli- 
«© ment to thoſe, who make, or countenance ſuch Laus. But 
« were it otherwiſe, it is better 10 ſuffer a Wound in the Re- 
« putation, than in the Conſcience. I do not believe the 
„ moſt malignant Dzmon in the Habitations of the Damned 
4 could have deviſed a feverer Satire on Chriſtianity, or a 
i groffer Inſult to the Majeſty of Heaven, than the SACRA- 
„MENTAL TEST. Icannot be happy till it is repealed,” 


After I had Gailhed this Evidence of our Lordſhip” s Con- 
currence in Opinion, I retired, and left the Friends of our 
Holy Church highly pleaſed with my Zeal and PENeYeranLoe 
Adieu, . dear Lord, e hear again from | 


Jour affectionate, 
5 Tere CAS SANDRA. 


e Hall. } 


_ { Entered 


